THE ADULT BIBLE COURSE WITH THE.BRAND-NEW APPROACH 


... makes effective lesson preparation easier 
... helps your teaching produce more changed lives 





A fresh concept in adult Bible teaching 


@ Provides crisp, usable outlines . . . and ties the entire class period 
to one dynamic Bible theme for top spiritual impact 


@ Furnishes a veritable wealth of Bible information and background 
material . . . saves hours of “digging” 


@ Gets into the “thick” of today’s adult problems and interests 
... then focuses on the solid answers of the Word of God 


@ Has sure-fire ways to get student participation and class “feed- 
back” . . . gives you real variety in your lesson presentation 


With this new-approach course for adults (college-age up) ... 


here’s what you AVOID............here’s what you GET! 





ping around” in the Bible, or 
ing undve time in some books 
the Bible and none in others 


Systematic study of the whole Bible, with an appropriate 
amount of time for each book of the Bible . . . students 
get acquainted with all 66! 





ns with subtle ways of “trim- 
down” the unique, supernat- 
message of the Bible 


Unswerving loyalty to the inspired Word of God, with 
faithful presentation of all the great doctrines of the 
evangelical Christian faith 





hy lessons covering only 30% 
40% of the Bible 


100% coverage of the entire Bible, including less-known 
portions that are vital for full Christian growth 





nected commentary verse by 
; no clear lesson goal 


Specific spiritual aim for each weekly lesson, unifying 
the entire class ion for i impact 








ive, non-participating role for 
fs . . . uncertain spiritual re- 


Real strategy to produce personal participation, home 
Bible study, and changed lives . . . class members make 
new Christian impact on your church and community 





inement to one course of study 
... fo selection offered 


A choice between current quarter's material and undated 
elective courses (you can offer several courses at the 
same time) 





Bible reference material and 
information 


A wealth of Bible information and background material 
from Bible commentaries and other resources--all in one 
convenient book, abbreviated, easy to use 


New ADULT TEACHER 
(‘Bible Knowledge’) 








hours of “digging” to prepare 
lesson 


Teacher's basic lesson preparation greatly simplified, 
allowing time for supplementary study if desired 





jerials that lack logical outlines 
lesson development 


hate 


Well-organized, clearly outlined lessons, giving teacher 
and students a clear sense of purpose and direction 





‘Unscheduled study leading to slow, 
c class sessions 


Scheduled study, giving class a feeling of progress, 
reaching members with the entire Bible in a normal span 
of adult study (10 years) 





lessons that are regularly too long 
or too short 


Short basic lessons for 30-40 minute classes, plus sup- 
plementary material easy to “tailor” to your class time 





lessons with little relation to adult 
life in today’s world 


All-Bible lessons that wade out into the middle of to- 
day's adult interests, problems, and needs 





Editorial rehash of same lesson 
illustrations time after time 


New, fresh, apt illustrations for every lesson, drawn 
from current events, science, adult living 





Literature with one monotonous way 
tof presenting lessons week after 
week ; 


3 different “lesson plans” each week: (1) verse-by-verse 
study, (2) question-and-answer method, (3) class partic- 
ipation plans—buzz groups, panels, brainstorming, etc. 





Limited visual teaching ideas 


Adult visual ideas—chalkboard, slapboard, displays 








tools for encouraging 
home Bible study and les- 
son preparation 


Attractive, illustrated student manual with readable type, 
giving step-by-step suggestions for personal Bible study, 
plus discussion questions, daily readings ‘ 


Examine this ne approach in 
Adult Bible teaching. Mail coupon 
below for your FREE S packet 


Se a ee 


FREE Sample packet includes lessons 
with — notes, take- 
home papers, folder on adult 
characteristics, Mail teday. 
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Please send me the FREE Adult Sample Packet. 
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Sundays, 11:00 a.m., 7:30 p.m. 


July 4, 18, 25 
New York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Church, 308 W. 
46th St., New York, N. Y. 
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WALTER R. MARTIN 
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Ruggles Street Baptist Church 
Young People’s Retreat 
Cape Cod, Massachusetts 
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The Stony Brook School 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 


For information on obtaining one of these speakers 
for a Bible Study Mission in your church, write to: 
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The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
1716 Spruce Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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EDITORIALS 





oe 


After the Summit — What? 


In the months preceding the ill-fated 
Summit Conference in Paris I said in 
several different cities that peace could 
not possibly be achieved by the means 
that were proposed. A summit that 
leaves God out is a very low hill indeed. 

Now Khrushchev has exploded his 
little piece, darting glances at his for- 
eign minister and his defense minister 
as though he were frightened to death, 
and has receded into Russia. The jam- 
ming of broadcasts has begun again, 
the menace of a separate treaty with 
East Germany is threatened once more, 
and always the possibility hangs over us 
that the cold war shall become hot. 

Life has to be lived day by day with 
the facts as they are. China wants a 
war between the United States and Rus- 
sia for she would then emerge as the 
controlling power of the world. Russia 
and China should be considered as one 
bloc. China should get the message that 
if bombs begin to fly she will have her 
share on her major cities. This might 
cool her ardor. 

When a group of churchmen con- 
sidered the possibility of recognition of 
China there were those who cried out 
that this was morally wrong. True, 
there is a much greater legal case 
against China than there is against Rus- 
sia, because Russia signed agreements 
and pacts with reference to the United 
Nations while China has not been will- 
ing to do so. However, I believe that, 
instead of recognizing China, we should 
withdraw recognition of Russia. If the 
West announced that it recognized the 
curtains that had been put up by the 
Communist bloc, and that it would be 
friends with all who were strongly 
against Communism and would cease 
all commerce and trade with those who 
wanted to be neutrals, at the same time 
guaranteeing with a very stiff guaran- 
tee the existence of the present boun- 
daries of India, Pakistan and other 
border states, the smaller nations might 
realize that they have to make a choice. 
Then we would be able to help them in 
their problems of emerging into a mod- 
ern civilization. 

Many had the idea that the Summit 
Conference would be followed by a 
prosperous era of coexistence in which 
those who never had it so good would 
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have it even better. If that delusion is 
killed, the summit fiasco will not be 
without value. For decades to come 
poverty and misery, if not famine and 
death, will ravage many of the back- 
ward areas. We may not claim “In God 
we trust,” on the face of our coins if 
we are going to have, on the reverse, 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

We must recognize that what we call 
“the free world” has some cancerous 
spots that have anything but freedom. 
The British Commonwealth must deal 
with South Africa, and we must deal 
with Biloxi Beach. And all must deal 
with the needs of the emerging billion 
and a half. 

Isn’t it wonderful that the believer 
in Christ can go about his life in the 
midst of these overshadowing problems, 
with a peace that passes all understand- 
ing! The reason that this supernatural 
condition prevails is that there is a 





COMING 


The editor-in-chief discusses 
what Scripture has to say re- 


garding “How To Live the 
Christian Life.” 





Summit that has always been and al- 
ways will be. Your heart can be calmed 
if you take a good concordance and 
read the passages that refer to the 
throne of God. Psalm 9 is worth medi- 
tation. And Psalms 11; 45:6, 47:8, and 
many more. The true Summit is in 
Heaven, and there we are seated to- 
gether with Christ (Eph. 2:6). (DGB) 


* * * 


Man has reason, but its light is ob- 
scured by the thick fog of unbelief. 


* * * 


An Ounce of Plutonium 
and a Ton of Sin 


On November 20, 1959, a small 
amount of solvent exploded and blew 
open the door of a processing cell at 


the AEC’s Oak Ridge laboratory. 
About one-fiftieth of an ounce of 
plutonium was scattered into the air. 
The AEC has now reported on what 
it took to clean up this minor atomic 
mishap. 

All those who were within a four- 
acre area around the explosion turned 
in their laboratory-issued clothes to 
be decontaminated. Their urine was 
checked to insure that they had not 
inhaled or ingested any plutonium. 
The processing plant and a nearby 
research reactor were shut down. The 
buildings were washed with detergents. 
The buildings’ roofs were resurfaced. 
The surrounding lawn was dug up and 
the sod carted to a deep burial place. 
The surface was chiseled off 100 yards 
of asphalt road. To anchor any speck 
of plutonium that might have sur- 
vived, the buildings were completely 
repainted. 

Final cost, including resodding, re- 
paving and reroofing: about $350,000. 

Yet there are some light-thinking 
Christians who believe that all that 
has to be done when sin has touched 
the life is to go to the Lord and say, 
“Tm sorry. Please forgive me. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.” In some circles 
the attitude regarding sin seems noth- 
ing short of outright flippancy. 

Every night before we sleep there 
must be a careful analysis of the day 
and its deeds and thoughts. There 
must be an acknowledgment of the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. There 
must be a deep desire for the Holy 
Spirit to expose any surface that has 
been contaminated by sin. If there 
has been some wilful sin there must 
be a deep work of God to remedy it. 

Yes, we may be sure that the 
Heavenly Father forgives us because 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, but there 
must be a cleansing in addition to the 
forgiveness which will go all around 
the contaminated area. What caused 
the Adamic nature to break out in 
its fleshly acting or thinking? What 
unguarded avenue did we leave open 
to the rising of the flesh or the en- 
trance of the world? What device of 
Satan did we ignore? Did we fail to 
have our whole being insulated by 
the power of the Holy Spirit? Did we 
fail to feed our spirits with the Word 
of God? 

“Godly sorrow worketh repentance” 
(II Cor. 7:10). How much do we 
know of such sorrow and such repent- 
ance? When Paul wrote to the Cor- 
inthians the hard words about their 
laxity there was an immediate ef- 
fort at complete decontamination. We 
read, “I rejoice . . . because you were 
grieved into repenting; for you felt a 
godly grief, so that you suffered no 
loss through us (through the firmness 
of his reproof). For godly grief pro- 
duces a repentance that leads to sal- 
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vation and brings no regret, but 
worldly grief produces death. For see 
what earnestness this godly grief has 
produced in you, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indignation, 
what alarm, what longing, what zeal, 
what punishment!” (II Cor. 7:9-11). 

Surely a comparison of the methods 
used by the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion over a mere 1/50th of an ounce 
of plutonium and that of most Chris- 
tians over a slight attack—say a ton 
—of sin reveals a light and frivolous 
attitude on the part of the believer 
towards that which can contaminate 
all of life and all of its relationships. 
May God teach us the nature of godly 
sorrow that leads to no regrets. (DGB) 


* * * 


From the flyleaf of the Bible of a man 
who died a century ago: Sin is first 
pleasing, then delightful, then habitual, 
then confirmed; then the man is impeni- 
tent, then he is obstinate, then he re- 
solves never to repent, then he is damned. 


* * * 


Bowed Knees 
and Proud Hearts 


It is the custom of many Christians 
to bow at the name of Christ. In Ro- 
man churches genuflection is common 
practice for many when entering a 
church building or when crossing be- 
fore the high altar. In many English 
churches people nod their heads dur- 
ing a service at every mention of the 
name of Jesus Christ. 

The physical practice grows out of 
the text in Philippians: “That at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, and every tongue confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father” (2:10, 11). 

Surely God cannot be satisfied with 
a mere gesture which would appear to 
a stranger as nothing more than a 
stumble. There is something far deeper 
here. Perhaps we can find the true 
meaning if we look at some other 
anatomical references in the Bible, 
When Paul wrote to the Ephesians 
that he was praying that “the eyes of 
your understanding” should be en- 
lightened (1:18), he wasn’t referring 
to their physical organs of sight but 
to the illumination of the whole in- 
ward being by the work of the Holy 
Spirit. This is in contrast to the other 
phrase in the same epistle where the 
unbelievers are described as having 
the understanding darkened (4:18), a 
word which carries a meaning that is 
more than a shadow on the heart, but 
rather a maiming or blindness of the 
organs of spiritual perception. 

Jeremiah speaks of the people whose 


hearts have uncircumcised ears (6: 
10). To such people “the word of the 
Lord is an object of scorn, they take 
no pleasure in it.” Very surely God is 
not talking about the visible ear, but 
the inward hearing of the mind. 

Thus we must understand the bow- 
ing of the knee. A man’s body may 
be lying prostrate but if his whole 
soul is standing arrogantly and proudly 
tall against the Lord, of what value 
is it? A hunch back can be straighter 
before God than an athlete -with a 
perfect body. The knees that bow must 
be the knees of the soul. 

We must ask ourselves at every turn 
of life, “Am I acknowledging Jesus 
Christ as my Lord?” “Are my knees 
bowing to Him in every decision?” 

He who bows while retaining his 
rigid heart of unyieldedness is in a far 
worse state of condemnation than the 
one who does not make the gesture. 
If the heart is truly warm toward the 
Lord, suffused with the realization of 
His love, the body may be in any 
possible attitude, in sickness or in 
health, and the Lord is glorified. (DGB) 


* * * 


“This is the victory that overcomes the 
world—our faith!” (I John 4:4). Why is 
this true? For one reason only. Faith is 
that which links to Christ to whom all 
authority has been given both in Heaven 
and on earth (Matt. 28:18). . 


* * * 


Which Needs 
Your Money Most? 


The Times of London has _ pub- 
lished considerable correspondence in 
its letters column over the relative 
value of paintings and people. It 
all arose out of the fact that a British 





When Your Subscription 
Is Due to Expire 


Now you can determine for yourself the 
expiration date of your subscription to 
ETERNITY. Here is how: 


Suppose your address label reads like 
this: 
Mr. John Doe 031 
220 N. Main St. 
Oak Ridge, Pa. 
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nobleman, owner of a Rembrandt, 
needs money and wants to sell his 
painting. The government had the op- 
portunity of buying it for 128,000 
pounds—about $350,000. Someone 
protested that the money should be 
put into the fund for starving refugees 
throughout the world. One corres- 
pondent pointed out that this amount, 
distributed among the number of re- 
fugees now being supported would be 
three farthings for each victim. Many 
have pointed out that there are other 
sources of money which could be 
tapped for the refugees. One writer 
notes that a boxer recently signed a 
contract for $560,000 and that a co- 
median was getting much more. 

The same problem arises in the 
United States. Some think we should 
cut down on our expenditures for for- 
eign nations. We have helped build 
the economy of Germany, France and 
Japan since the war, and have helped 
in other quarters. There comes a time 
when there are few resources left. 
We are faced with Christ’s statement, 
“The poor you always have with you, 
but you do not always have me” (John 
12:8). He justified an expenditure for 
a spiritual object as taking precedence 
over a merely humanitarian object. 

We do not know what Britain’s final 
answer will be. We are inclined to be- 
lieve that they will buy the Rembrandt 
and have it hang in a British gallery 
rather than see it go abroad, prob- 
ably to the United States. But the 
choice will always lie before each na- 
tion and each individual. If we have 
ten dollars to give, there will be ten 
dozen or ten hundred causes where we 
could give it. 

In the final analysis each individual 
must answer to the Lord for all his 
expenditures. God is developing sons 
within His church, and not robots. 
There is a great deal to be said for 
the wording that is used in some 
churches at the offeratory: “God's 
Tithes and Our Offerings.” But in the 
final decision God is going to hold 
me responsible for what I do in my 
trusteeship with that which He has 
loaned me, and He will hold you re- 
sponsible for your trusteeship with 
that which He has loaned you. 

Let us be sure of one thing: that 
we have acted after true meditation 
and prayer, and that we have acted 
in the way that we believe the Lord 
wants us to act. Sometimes the money 
will go for paintings and sometimes 
for people! That is, sometimes it will 
be given to causes that are purely 
spiritual and sometimes to those that 
are merely humanitarian. What counts 
is being in His will. (DGB) 


* * * 


What a man is, is what he is before 
God, and not a whit more. 
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In an age of precision, there are some things which defy measurement. By G. A. HADJIANTONIOU. 


N THE LAST days of King Zedekiah, the cup of 
] the people’s sin had overflowed. King Nebuchad- 
nezzar of Babylon had invaded Judah, captured Jeru- 
salem, pillaged its treasures and carried the greater 
part of its inhabitants to exile. And then he had sent 
one of his captains of the guard to sack the city and 
burn its Temple and its palaces. And so Jerusalem 
slept for 70 years under the ashes of its ruins. What 
had once been the glory of the Lord had now become 
a heap of shame. 

But, at last, a brighter day dawned. The years of 
chastisement came to an end. It was now Babylon’s 
turn to be punished and this proud world-power had 
to yield its place to the empire of the Medes and 
Persians. At this time, a generous proclamation of 
Cyrus the Great, king of the Persians, permitted the 
captive Jews to return to their land. And so, a hand- 
ful of exiles came back in order to rebuild Jerusalem 
and its Temple. 

The first years of the return of the exiles to their 
homeland were years of war and turmoil. The neigh- 
boring people were not at all pleased with their return 
and tried in every way to put obstacles to their resettle- 
ment. Consequently, the emigrants lived sword in 


The author practiced law in Athens, Greece, for nine 
years, until he was asked to defend a small group of 
believers, who had been persecuted for their Protestant 
faith. So impressed was he by their simple faith, that he 
gave up his legal practice and studied for the ministry. 
He is currently minister of the Second Greek Evan- 
gelical Church of Athens and formerly moderator of the 
general assembly of the Greek Evangelical Church. 
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hand, and could not give any thought to the rebuild- 
ing of Jerusalem. But at long last the years of turmoil 
were followed by a period of comparative peace, dur- 
ing which they began to feel the need to rebuild Jeru- 
salem and its temple. At this time Zechariah, the 
prophet of the Lord, began his work. His visions and 

















prophetic messages were concerned with the recon- 
struction of Jerusalem and with its glorious future. 

What were the construction plans which the emi- 
grants had for the new Jerusalem? We cannot blame 
them if their plans were poor. They were a small 
group of people, just a handful compared to the num- 
bers of Jews who had chosen to remain in the land 
of their exile. They were of small means, and sur- 
rounded by enemies who were on the alert to kill, at 
its birth, any effort for reconstruction. Under these cir- 
cumstances, what plans could they be expected to 
make for Jerusalem? Their wildest dreams were to see 
the new Jerusalem built on the plans and measure- 
ments of the old one. The very most that they could 
hope for was a vision of the new Jerusalem rising out 
of the smoking ruins, like a second edition of the first 
Jerusalem. These, however, were not God’s plans. 
And just at this point enters the prophet’s vision. 

The prophet saw a man approaching, holding a 
measuring line. When he asked, “Whither goest thou?” 
the man answered, “I go to measure Jerusalem, to see 
what its breadth and length are to be.” 

The prophet then saw two angels, and heard the 
one say to the other, “Run and speak to this man 
and tell him that what he is trying to do is useless be- 
cause Jerusalem can never be measured. His measur- 
ing line is all too small and inadequate to measure 
Jerusalem as it is in God’s heart and in God’s plan.” 

This then was the prophet’s mission. He tried to 
make these emigrants see how small and insufficient 
their measures were, and how poor their plans, and 
to point out to them that, before undertaking the task 
of reconstruction, they ought to ask God for His own 
plans and measures. 

But the prophet does not address his message only 
to the repatriated exiles of Jerusalem. 


MEASURING GOD 


“Whither goest thou with the measuring line in 
your hand?” 

“I go to measure God and His works.” Our age is 
pre-eminently the age of measure, and we do not hes- 
itate to attempt to measure even God Himself. What 
we cannot measure by the measuring line of reason, 
we reject. And thus we are left with most inadequate 
ideas about God and the world of the spirit. 

The astronomer observes a star through his tele- 
scope. He examines it attentively, makes his com- 
putations and comes to certain conclusions on the 
basis of which he tells us the substance of the star 
and traces its orbit through space for a period of 
10,000 years. The astronomer measures and calcu- 
lates. And when asked who keeps that star in its orbit 
with such accuracy, he will answer, “The laws of 


Nature.” But if he is further asked who made these 
laws, he will have no reply. His measuring line 
measured as far as it possibly could and now it is 
unable to serve him further. It cannot give any light 
to those vital questions which puzzle the astronomer, 

The botanist places an anemone under his micro- 
scope and studies it. He can tell us the family to 
which it belongs, and give a detailed description of 
the way in which its roots suck up moisture from the 
earth and its capillaries push up the juices to its petals, 
The botanist has studied and measured the anemone. 
But if asked about the mystery of this small life which 
sprang up on the hillside, or about the workings of 
the microscopic laboratory within the anemone which 
transforms the juices from the earth into color and 
scent, the scientist will remain silent. His measuring 
line is unable to furnish the answer. The botanist can 
give us some symbols; but if required to interpret the 
mystery of life and the secret power hidden behind 
these chemical symbols, he has no answer. 

It cannot be otherwise. When we attempt to measure 
God and His works through our reason, it is inevitable 
that we should be left in the dark in connection with 
vital questions and that our measuring line should 
give us incomplete answers. “Who hath measured the 
waters in the hollow of his hand, and meted out 
heaven with the span, and comprehended the dust 
of the earth in a measure, and weighed the mountains 
in scales, and the hills in a balance? Who hath directed 
the Spirit of the Lord, or being his counsellor hath 
taught him?” (Isa. 40:12, 13) The small standards of 
measure which science has given us, are very valuable 
as long as they are confined within the bounds of their 
possibilities. But when they attempt to measure the 
Spirit of the Lord and to trace the limits of the extent 
of His work, they undertake an impossible task, as 
impossible as that of the man who tried to measure 
the bound of the New Jerusalem. 


WHAT IS MAN? 


“Whither goest thou with the measuring line in the 
hand?” 

“I go to measure man.” And man has been measured 
with the same disappointing and insufficient results. 

If the anatomist should be asked for a statement of 
what man is, he will give the exact number of bones, 
nerves and muscles of which his body is made up. 

If the same question be asked of the chemist, he 
will give the exact analogy of oxygen, hydrogen and 
all the other elements which compose man. They have 
measured man and have found precisely of what he 
consists. They have taken his measurements. 

God’s answer concerning man is totally different. 
The Word of God says, “For thou hast made him a 
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little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him 
with glory and honor” (Ps. 8:5). And elsewhere: 
“And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
life; and man became a living soul.” (Gen. 2:7) At 
this point the measuring lines of science are silent. 
Is science able to give us the chemical composition of 
the breath of God? Can it measure the infinite pos- 
sibilities latent in man through the presence of the 
breath of God in his life? 

God’s hand will never hold a measuring line that 
will belittle and humiliate man. Such a measuring line 
may be found only in the hands of man himself. He 
has used small and trivial measures to measure his 
life. He tried to compress his life within the close 
limits of petty schemes, unworthy aims and morbid 
ambitions. And he has succeeded to a large extent. 
He took sin and within its measurements he im- 
prisoned the great and noble capabilities with which 
God had endowed his life. 

God holds in His hand a big measuring line for 
man. He is not satisfied to see man’s life rise out of 
the ruins to which sin has brought it and be rebuilt on 
the old patterns. The Holy Scriptures declare that, 
“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound”. 
The lower sin has dragged man, the higher does grace 
aim at raising him. God’s plans for man exceed every 
human measure and every human calculation. “Be- 
loved,” writes John in his First Epistle (3:2), “now 
are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear 
what we shall be; but we know that when He shall 
appear, we shall be like Him.” Man to be like Christ! 
This is the measure of the plans of God for man. 


MEASURE OF GOD’S HEART 


“Whither goest thou with the measuring line in thy 
hand?” 

“I go to measure the love of God.” 

People have measured that love. And how poor, how 
disappointing the results! If we go back to the time 
when Jesus Christ was here on earth, we will meet 
the Pharisees going about the streets of Jerusalem with 
a measuring line in their hand. Their work, their 
mission was this: to measure the love of God. “God,” 
they declared, “loves people like us. He cannot but 
love only people who are pious, honest and respect- 
able. There is no love in God’s heart for sinners.” 
“This people”—and they said this with an expression 
of deep scorn,—‘who knoweth not the law are 
cursed.” They measured the love of God and took the 
measurements of His heart. 

But when Christ came His presence made these 
measures look ridiculous, because He did not come 
to save the respectable and to uplift the devout to a 
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higher level of piety. He came to find and save the 
lamb which was lost. He came to sympathize with 
the plight of that boy, who, far from his father’s house 
and deserted by all, was trying to steal some husks in 
order to appease his hunger. He came to bring to 
publicans and harlots the message of God’s love and 
the promise of a beautiful and pure life. He came to 
sit at table with those whom no person with any self 
respect would even greet in the street. He came to 
offer words of friendship to people whose heart had 
long since become a block of ice of moral insensi- 
bility. And the name He loved most when He moved 
among the people, a name by which his enemies 
mockingly called Him, was: “the Friend of sinners 
and publicans.” 

And, finally, it was for these very people that He 
was nailed to the cross and died. This was the true 
measure of God’s love. Before the cross of Christ how 
irreverent seem all the measures by which men have 
tried to measure God’s heart! Paul the Apostle in his 
Epistle to the Romans says, “Peradventure for a 
good man some would even dare to die,”—this is the 
human measure of love,—‘‘but God commendeth His 
love towards us in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.” This is the divine measure of love. 
And John in his Gospel says, “God so loved the world” 
—the world with all its misery, all its sins and un- 
worthiness, all its sorrow, the world in its entirety 
—‘that He gave His only begotten Son.” 

Unfortunately that small and irreverent measure by 
which the Pharisees tried to measure the love of God 
has been bequeathed to the Church. And so we often 
find the church engaged in measuring the love of 
God and the reach of the results of His salvation. 

One day they asked Jesus, “Lord, are there few 
that be saved?”. (Luke 13:23) If it had depended on 
the disciples they would have certainly been very few; 
only those who were able to fit into the framework of 
their religious conceptions. And ever since then, this 
question is very popular on the lips of the Church: 
“Lord are there few?” Very few! Only those who fit 
into our own denominational church brand and who 
agree with our own way of living! And instead of 
trying to measure the breadth of God’s heart, the 
Church concerns herself with narrowing the limits 
of the influence of His love, thus excluding from this 
blessed fellowship all those of whom she does not ap- 
prove. 


RESULTS OF PRAYER 


“Whither goest thou with the measuring line in thy 


hand?” 
“I go to measure the results of prayer upon human 


(Continued on page 34) 








ASSURANCE —a Bible Study Hour message of certainty —By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, 


HOW TO 





KNOW 





YOU ARE SAVED 


O CHRISTIAN can know the depths of the Christian 

life until he is certain of his own relation to 
God. So long as a man doubts his own salvation, he 
can never communicate living, vital faith to others. 
Sadly enough, innumerable Christians have no certain 
assurance of their salvation. They “hope” they will 
be saved; they are “trying” to be saved; they are 
“doing their best” to be saved. But they do not have 
the sure, strong, present certainty of salvation which 
is the God-given right of every believer. ; 

There are entire denominations which deny the 
finality of salvation. They teach that it is possible to 
lose salvation; that one can be born again and then 
unborn; that one can become a part of the body of 
Christ and then be severed from it. They base their 
doctrine on human speculation, or upon a small portion 
of Scripture usually twisted from context. 

Those who teach that we have no right to assurance 
are perfectly described in Hebrews 5:12, 13: “For 
though by this time you ought to be teachers, you 
need some one to teach you again the first principles 
of God’s word. You need milk, not solid food; for 
every one who lives on milk is unskilled in the word 
of righteousness, for he is a child.” God teaches very 
definitely the difference between spiritual babyhood 
and spiritual maturity. The difference between a babe 
and an adult is that the adult has matured to the point 
where he is able to reproduce himself in the next gen- 
eration. The infant cannot do this. So God rightly 
complains that many beliévers are untaught children 


when they should be mature teachers bringing others 
to know Christ. 

In Hebrews 6:1 God says: “Therefore, let us leave 
the elementary doctrines of Christ and go on to ma- 
turity, not laying again a foundation of repentance 
from dead works and of faith toward God.” 

A man who possesses but is not sure whether his 
account is good does not dare to draw upon it. For all 
practical purposes he is a pauper. So it is with the 
present possession of eternal life. I know that I am 
saved. I am just as sure that I shall be in Heaven as 
that my Lord is there. The first time I heard someone 
make that statement, it took my breath away. Never- 
theless, it was not conceited presumption but. simple 
faith. The man who thus spoke had believed God's 
Word that his salvation depended “on nothing less 
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness.” 

The only conceit is in the man who believes it is 
possible to lose salvation, and yet believes that he is 
saved. His conceit is in believing that he has lived up 


to whatever conditions he thinks are involved in his 


conditional salvation. If it were conditional, who would 
live in any other state than mortal fear? But “perfect 
love casts out fear.” Not our love, but His perfect love 
in us makes it impossible to fear when we rest in the 
finished work of Calvary. The Word of God is the 
guarantee of our salvation and the ground of our as- 
surance. There is nothing evasive about the message; 
it is direct and sure. This is one reason why so many 
people find comfort in the Word of God. The old 
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SE, Scotch lady was right when she said, “I often tremble 


on the Rock, but the Rock never trembles under me.” 

Christ taught “as one who had authority, and not 
as their scribes;” and those who follow Him, filled with 
His Spirit, speak with the same assurance. Luke writes 
“of those things which are most surely believed among 
us” (Luke 1:1). John writes with a certainty that is 
one of the marks of his authorship. The Gospel that 
bears his name, and his First Epistle, carry at their 
close definite statements concerning the purposes of 
writing them, and name the groups addressed. 

In the Gospel of John we read, “These are written 
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing you may have life in his 
name” (20:31). God is not primarily interested in 
the intellectual opinions of men, but He doés want 
them to believe with that belief which produces life. 
John’s Gospel is addressed to you, for it is universal 
in its appeal; it meets the need of the entire human 
race. To every rebel it offers settlement out of court. 
To every sinner it promises supernatural life. You 
may become a partaker of the divine nature; you 
may have the righteousness of. Christ put to your ac- 
count, and the life of Christ planted within you. 


7 When we turn to I John, we find that its audience is 
- much more restricted than that of the Gospel. It is 
i addressed to one special group. At the close of it John 
i says, “I write this to you who believe in the name of 
the Son of God” (5:13). How different are the two 
- groups mentioned in the Gospel and the Epistle of 
ll John. One is as broad as the universe, the other as 
* narrow as the cross. A Presidential candidate may 
io say on a national broadcast, “I want you,” and the 
word “you” will include every. voter.in the nation. 
But when he says to his.wife, “I want yqu to stand near 
a me on Inauguration Day,” the words “I want you” 
le have shrunk in scope from millions to one. This is 
Ys precisely the contrast between two phrases in the Gos- 
a pel of John and the First Epistle of John. The former 
is as universal as the fever of the human race; the 
ts other as endearing as the bridegroom speaking to the 
:. bride. 
p You would not open someone’s mail without per- 


mission. It is most dishonorable to tamiper with a letter 
d addressed to someone else. Face, then, this question. 
Have you believed on the Lord Jesus Christ as your 
personal Savior? If not, the rest of John’s epistle is 


. not for you. If you have believed, these things can 
r be appropriated by you. 

What is required of the soul who comes to God 
. through Christ? Some people speak of conditions. 
y There is only one condition: You must cease to trust 
fl in yourself or in anything that comes from yourself, 


and you must rest in Christ alone. 
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When John G. Paton landed in the New Hebrides 
Islands in the Southwest Pacific area to work as a 
missionary among the natives there, he faced an 
enormous task. The language had never been reduced 
to writing, so he had to listen to the speech of the peo- 
ple and write the sounds as he heard them. Little by 
little he developed a large vocabulary, and at last be- 
gan to translate the New Testament. It was not long 
before he discovered that he had no word for believe, 
trust or faith. One cannot get far in translating the 
New Testament without these words, but try as he 
might, he could not get an expression for this idea 
from the natives. 

One hot day he and one of the islanders went on a 
hunting trip and shot a large deer. The two men car- 
ried the animal down the mountain to Paton’s house. 
When they arrived, they flung the deer down on the 
grass and dropped, exhausted, onto two lounge chairs 
on the porch overlooking the sea. 

" The islander said, “My, but it is good to stretch your- 
self out here.” For “stretch yourself out,” he used a 
word Paton had not heard before, and he immediately 
had the native repeat it while he wrote it down. When 
his translation-was complete, this was the word he 

(Continued on page 32) 








Several centuries ago a Japanese artist was commissioned by the 
Emperor to paint a bird. Months passed, and even several years. 
Finally the Emperor went to the artist's studio to ask an explanation. 
The artist set a blank canvas on the easel and in little more than 
a quarter of an hour began and pleted the painting of a bird 
that has remained a masterpiece. The Emperor asked for the reason 
for the long delay. The artist then went to cabinet after cabinet and 
produced armloads of drawings of feathers, tendons, wings, feet, 
claws, eyes and beaks of birds, which he placed one by one before 
the Emperor. 

This is the way the Holy Spirit operates in the life of the believer. 
He has as His ultimate purpose that we might be conformed to the 
image of God’s Son (Rom. 8:29). This is not done in the moment of 
our new birth. That moment is no more than the declaration of 
the divine purpose. Then the long work begins. The whole process 
is a detailed and painstaking progress “until Christ is formed in us” 
(Gal. 4:19). Then the day shall come when the Emperor of emperors 
will come for us and the completed work will flash forth in a moment. 
It does not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as 
He is (I John 3:2). 



























































EVOLUTION 














Can evolution be harmonized with Scripture? Can a scientist believe in crea- 
tion? These and many other questions are answered here by Wilbur L. Bullock. 


UCH OF the discussion centering around Dar- 
M win’s Origin of Species and the theory of evo- 
lution has been on the emotional level of polemics 
and vituperation. In the past 25 years tempers have 
calmed down considerably, but there is still a long 
way to go. Scores of evolutionists still think that the 
Bible states that creation took place in October 4004 
B.C. And scores of fundaimentalists are still con- 
vinced that evolution means man-from-ape, is in con- 
flict with Genesis 1 and 2, and therefore completely 
and irremediably wrong and evil. 

Confusing the situation further are differing inter- 
pretations of the fossil record and other so-called 
evidences for evolution as well as differing interpre- 
tations of Genesis. Certainly we have not settled all 
of the issues that have arisen since 1859. 

What is a conservative Christian, unwilling to yield 
the historic anchors of his faith and unconvinced that 
this yielding is necessary, to conclude in this mael- 
strom of conflicting interpretations? Are there no 
guideposts to indicate the direction we should go? © 

First, let us define evolution. 

Evolution means different things to different people. 
To the professional biologist the term is applied to 
any change that has taken place or is taking place in 
living organisms. On this basis the recognition that 
the life forms of today are different from the life 
forms of thousands of years ago is acceptance of at 


The author is associate professor of zoology at the Uni- 
versity of New Hampshire and contributor to the recent 
volume, “Evolution and Christian Thought Today” 
(Eerdmans). This article is reprinted by permission from 
the “Gordon Review.” 


least some evolution. Actually, the admission that 
Adam and Eve could not have demonstrated all the 
racial characteristics of modern man is also acceptance 
of some evolution. And it does not help to say that 
there are limits to how much evolution is acceptable, 
because even the most materialistic, antichristian evo- 
lutionist will admit to limitations—mostly of his own 
choosing. 

Evolutionists maintain that all species change as a 
result of their natural tendency to vary, interacting 
with changes in their environment. Aside from the 
question of defining the word “species,” even the most 
extreme fundamentalist will agree with this. 

But when this dynamic relationship between herid- 
itary variations and environment is taken with the 
fossil record and comparative anatomy, most biolog- 
ists consider it quite logical to assume that these same 
processes—given enough time and the proper environ- 
mental difference—can account for similar changes on 
the level of the genus, family, class, or even phylum. 

A diminishing minority of other biologists have at- 
tempted to make a distinction between the changes 
taking place within a species (micro-evolution) and 
the changes leading to genera and other higher tax- 
onomic categories (macro-evolution). However, the 
mechanisms they postulate for such macro-evolution 
have never been demonstrated in the laboratory, nor 
can any clear separation between species and the 
higher taxonomic categories be made in natural ani- 
mal assemblages. 

Therefore, we can say that evolution is an orderly 
change in living organisms, and that, regardless of 
the label placed on any particular viewpoint, some 
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degree of evolution is accepted by all—even those 
who refuse to admit it by that name. 

Inasmuch as Genesis 1:1 declares that “God created” 
-and other passages link the role of God as Creator to 
His other attributes, Scriptures obviously demand that 
we consider God as the author of all things. It also 
seems clear that in times past there was a distinctive 
creative process which is no longer in effect—at least 
to the same extent as formerly. Genesis 1 further in- 
dicates a definite order of creation, but this order is 
given in the barest outline and many interpretations 
are possible. 

While we are told that “God created” and why He 
created, the details of when and how this creation 
took place are not really germane to the basic theme 
of the Scriptures—the need for and the method of the 
reconciliation of God and man. So much of the diffi- 
culty in the evolution-creation controversy is based 
on a de-emphasis or an over-emphasis on the details 
of the creation story. 

Some would have us discard Genesis 1 and 2 as 
mere fable and allegory; others would have us literal- 
ize the days to 24 hours or force the Mesozoic Era 
into the fifth day of creation. Some would brand us as 
obscurantist for even mentioning Genesis in a dis- 
cussion of the origin and history of life; others would 
condemn us as untrue to our Christian faith and dis- 
loyal to Christ for even admitting to the possibility of 
any evolution having taken place. Nonetheless, a 
consideration of the doctrine of Creation is as vital to 
a Christian as is the consideration of evolution to the 
biologist. 

The view taken by the orthodox or conservative 
theologians in the Fundamentalist-Modernist debates 
of the 20’s was that of “special creation.” This now 
antiquated view of creation—taken against an equally 
antiquated view of evolution—demands the recogni- 





HOW ANIMALS ARE CLASSIFIED 


Much of the discussion regarding evolution and creation involves 
the classification of living things. In the animal kingdom, for i 
the breakdown is by phylum, class, order, family, genus, species, 
sub-species and _ individual. 

If you were to classify your cat named “Boots,” you would proceed 
like this: 

Phylum—Vertebrate 
Class—Mammal 
Order—Carnivora 
Family—Felidae 
Genus—Felis 
Species—Cat 
Sub-species—Persian 
Individual—“Boots” 

While it seems simple enough to classify “Boots,” biologists have 
long debated the whole subject of classification and, specifically in 
regard to lution, the ing of the word “species.” 
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tion of the “fixity of species.” No biologist who has 
been involved in the classification of plants or animals 
could any longer subscribe to this concept. We have 
enough data on species now to indicate that most of 
them are highly variable in space and time. Such 
variability is so pronounced that in many groups we 
can’t even see the boundaries between species or genera 
with any certainty. Since the view that God created 
each species as we know it today is untenable, it is 
comforting to realize that this is not the only possible 
interpretation of Genesis 1. 

Several approaches to the problem of the early chap- 
ters of Genesis largely involve exegetical gymnastics 
and have little real bearing on the creation-evolution 
problem. The view that the days of Genesis are 
merely days of visions to Moses conveniently bypasses 
all of the major issues. It appears to have little war- 
ranty in Scripture other than there is little to say 
against it. 


POSSIBLE ALTERNATIVES 


Somewhat akin to this is the interpretation that 
would put all of the geological ages in between the 
first two verses of Genesis and give us a re-creation 
for the remainder of the creation story. In addition 
to exegetical difficulties there does not seem to be 
any biological or geological evidence to support such 
a tremendous “gap” between these verses and con- 
siderable against it. The view of the deluge geology 
similarly has little support in Scripture and less in the 
geological realm. Flood geology just doesn’t conform 
to the biological facts of the world as we know it to- 
day. 

Somewhat toward the other extreme of the spectrum 
is the much-maligned viewpoint of theistic evolution. 
The proponents of this position would accept all of 
materialist evolution (some would except the origin 
of man) and spiritualize or allegorize any Bible pas- 
sages that appear to disagree. Certainly, if we deny 
materialism and accept the basic biblical concepts of 
God, man, and salvation, it is imperative to recognize 
the sovereignty of God over the whole evolutionary 
process. And, in spite of the attitude of some Chris- 
tians, this view is basically far removed from the 
materialistic evolution of most of our standard biology 
texts. 

However, there are several weaknesses in this view. 
First, materialistic evolution for all of its outward 
appearance of solidity and unanimity is in reality a 
shifting sand of hypothesis and speculation. While 
all biologists “accept evolution” as a principle we 
have yet to explain the mechanisms whereby it has 
taken place above the species or genus level. It seems 
ill-advised to accept as final any theory of such a 





sweeping nature until we provide the means whereby 
the process has occurred. This reluctance does not 
mean that we are anti-evolutionary—although it is 
often so interpreted—but rather it is one of being 
noncommittal on scientific and biblical grounds. 

This leads to the second objection to the theistic 
evolutionary position. It appears to necessitate con- 
siderable loose interpretation of the Bible. While we 
are all aware of the pitfalls of excessive literalism, it 
is still important to recognize some limitations on our 
tendency to explain away biblical: passages which dis- 
agree with us or which are difficult of interpretation. 
There are many tragic examples in the history of the 
Christian church when loose interpretations have led 
to radical departures from the basic Christian position. 
The bankruptcy of the theological liberalism of the 
20’s should not be overlooked in the justifiable dis- 
taste for the excesses of the literalism of the hy- 
perorthodox. 


PROGRESSIVE CREATION 


Another view which claims considerable popularity 
among Christians is that of progressive creationism. 
Historically, this view appears to be closely associated 
with those who have attempted to fit the geological 
record into the first chapter of Genesis. On the basis 
of the varied and changing explanations of, how the 
geological ages fit into Genesis, it would seem more 
logical to assume that there is no strict correlation be- 
tween geological ages and Genesis days. The general 
similarity between these two approaches may be in- 
dicative of more basic harmony but all attempts at 
harmonizing in detail have resulted in confusion be- 
cause the details change with our exegesis and our 
geology. 

Aside from this problem—which need not be as- 
sociated with progressive creation—this view has some 
interesting possibilities. Almost any biologist will ad- 
mit that the evolutionary relationship between “re- 
lated species” is much easier to visualize than the re- 
lationship between phyla. There is much more cir- 
cumstantial evidence and much less direct evidence 
involved in deriving arthropods from annelids or ver- 
tebrates from echinoderms than is involved in deriv- 
ing all sparrows of all flatworms from a common 
ancestor. It is, therefore, attractive to think in terms 
of evolution occurring, not only within species, but 
perhaps within families or orders and some supernat- 
ural event accounting for the origin of more major 
groups such as classes or phyla. The “sudden” ap- 
pearance of all of the major phyla and nearly all of 
the classes of the animal kingdom at the beginning 
of the Cambrian period may be suggestive in this 
regard. 


However, there are problems inherent in this ap- 
proach too. One of the most basic problems in the 
entire controversy between evolution and creation is 
the difference—if any—between the natural and the 
supernatural. If we accept the sovereignty of God in 
all acts, great or small, is there any purely natural 
occurrence? We are prone to classify as natural, and 
thereby dismiss God from anything that we think we 
understand. We reserve the classification “superna- 
tural” for our ignorance. It would appear, on this basis, 
that as progressive creation attempts to separate na- 
tural and usually evolutionary processes from super- 
natural, and therefore non-evolutionary, processes, it 
becomes highly subjective while it drifts in the direc- 
tion of the theistic evolutionary view. 

On the basis of this hodge-podge of views relating 
to creation, evolution, and the Bible, what conclusions 
may be drawn other than that we are not yet able to 
solve even the major aspects of the problem? 

1. The definition, given in the Westminster shorter — 
catechism, of God’s work of creation, as “His making 
all things of nothing in the space of six days and all 
very good” is still a good starting point for any con- 
sideration, providing ave do not try to interpret the 
“six days” as literally 24-hour days or geological eras. 
More significant seems to be separation between the 
long-since-completed works of creation and the cur- 
rently performed works of providence. 

2. As the theory of evolution encompasses, in part, 
the small changes which all must accept, it follows that 
we must admit some evolution has taken place. The 


(Continued on page 31) 





A minister was in the habit of going up to his little girl’s bedside 
each evening and telling her a story before she went to sleep. One 
such evening he told her such a thrilling tale that the youngster sat up 
in bed, looked at her father and asked, “Daddy, is that a true story 
or are you preaching?” 

Let us be sure that in all our preaching and in all our living that we 
so speak and live that there will be no question that what we say 
and do is truth. Otherwise we shall be like the little girl in Sunday 
school who was learning to read and came out with, “Go you into 
all the world and preach the gossip.” 











at} 6 7h, ae 
Preturned from a nitsgionary 

and of Nepal. tells \ 

: of missionary heroism and », ie opportunity in a 


nation virtually closed to th gospel for centuries. 











ERCHED up on the “roof of the world,” with fabled 

Tibet on the one hand and the colorful and an- 
cient land of India on the other, lies the little-known 
country of Nepal. 


To the outside world, the word “Nepal” probably 
brings to mind nothing much more than the highest 


A Tibetan refugee worships at a Buddhist shrine near Kathmandu, Nepal. 


mountain ranges in the world. It is here that towering 
Mt. Everest, the world’s highest mountain, thrusts its 
eternally snow-covered peak over 29,000 feet into the 
sky. (Chomolungma is its name to the Nepalese, and 
they speak of it with almost religious awe as “the 
mountain no bird can fly over.”) Or, Nepal may be 
remembered as the land of the “abominable snow- 
man.” 

But actually this colorful little land (opened so re- 
cently to the rest of the world that reportedly only 
some 7,000 tourists have visited here) has a history so 
dramatic and bloody as to rival that of any great nation 

. a smiling, lovable people with a unique culture 
and national personality . . . and a religious structure so 
unusual that not only in the same town and even. in the 
same temple, but even in the same heart and mind, 
Buddhism and Hinduism are curiously combined. 
(Hinduism here is similar to that practiced in India, 
but with the addition of Buddhist figures, ceremonies 
and festivals. Buddhism incorporates many Hindu 
gods, legends and rites. The result is that in many 
Nepalese temples, the same statue is used by both 
groups under different names. The Buddhist saint 
Avalokiteshvara is also worshipped by Hindus as 
Mahadeo. In the Buddhist Holy Place of Swayambunat 
is a temple dedicated to Sitla, Hindu goddess of small- 
pox!) 

It was here, in Nepal, that Prince Siddharta Gautama 


The author is president of World Vision, Inc., Pasa- 
dena, Calif. 
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—The Enlightened One, Lord Buddha himself—was 
born; and near Kathmandu one can see both the Bud- 
dhist China Lama (a lesser version of the Dalai and 
Panchen Lamas) and Kumari, a nine-year-old Hindu 
“living goddess.” 

Most important, to the Church throughout the world, 
Nepal must be recognized as one of today’s great fron- 
tiers for missionary enterprise—one of the world’s most 
recently opened and most urgently needy mission 
fields. 

Scattered across Nepal’s area of 50,000 square 
(and rugged) miles . . . striving desperately to estab- 
lish some little beachhead for Christ among her 8.5 
million people . . . are a mere handful of dedicated sol- 
diers of the Cross, among them some of the most 
courageous missionary heroes I have ever met. 

Nepal has 27,850 cities, towns and villages, but 85 
per cent of these have less than 500 inhabitants. Only 
ten cities can boast more than 5,000 population; and 
the Kathmandu Valley, in Central Nepal, claims a full 
half million people. So it is here in the capital district 
of Kathmandu that most of the first missionary efforts 
have been concentrated. Two hospitals (one still under 
construction) are operated there by the United Mis- 
sion to Nepal, a joint effort of 13 denominational and 
interdenominational agencies representing nine differ- 
ent nationalities. (Denominational groups represented 
in the United Mission include’ Baptists, Methodists, 
Presbyterians, Lutherans, Disciples, Mennonites, and 
various groups from India.) These hospitals-are well- 


equipped, excellently staffed and making a steady im-- 


pact for Christ through their service in His Name. 

In evaluating the advance of the Gospel of Christ in 
Nepal, this important fact must be noted: active evan- 
gelism as such is not permitted to outside missionaries, 
but must be carried on by Nepali Christians. 

Executive Secretary for the United Mission until 
March, 1960, has been the Ernest Oliver of the Regions 
Beyond Missionary Union. Now he has turned over 
this important position to the Jonathon Lindell of the 
World Mission Prayer League (Lutheran), who has 
been serving at a United Mission outpost in Ghorka, 
60 miles from Kathmandu. (The United Mission work 
in Ghorka consists of educational, medical and agri- 
cultural community service projects. In Tansen, in the 
Palpa District, the United Mission to Nepal is con- 
structing a 75-bed hospital; and there is a small band 
of Nepalese Christians. ) 

A few years ago the Mar Thoma Church of South 
India, which ancient traditions trace in origin back to 
the year 52 A.D. and the visit of St. Thomas to India, 
began to enlarge its missionary vision. Previously its 
missions outreach had barely extended beyond moun- 
tain ranges a mere 90 miles from its center of activity, 
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Pierce visits missionaries and patients at Pokhara’s “Shining Hospital.” 
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but now some of the Mar Thoma leaders were 

gripped with a new missionary burden. Men like 

E. Stanley Jones, J. Edwin Orr, Donald G. Barn- 

house, Paul S. Rees and your correspondent were in- 
(Continued on page 36) 














Your Church and Juvenile Delinquency 


By DAVID SCHULLER 


Here are the facts: 


Of 85,000 convicts, 80% expressed convictions in accord with Christianity. 
Of 3,000 children, the tendency to cheat and lie increased with knowledge of the Bible. 
Researchers found no significant relation between religious training and non-delinquent behavior. 


Those are the facts; what are our conclusions? 


ANY FEEL that Sunday school and church attend- 
M ance are the preventive for delinquency. It will 
come as a shock, therefore, to discover that many 
criminal authorities are at best cool (in other cases, 
openly hostile) to the contributions which churches 
have made. 

Over 30 years ago Franklin Steiner studied the 
church affiliation of 85,000 convicts. He found that 
80 per cent of them expressed convictions which were 
decisively Christian. Of the total number only some 
8,000 were not affiliated with any faith; only 150 of 
the convicts claimed to be infidels or atheists. The 
proportion of religious affiliation among convicts was 
about 50 per cent higher than in the general popu- 
lation. Caution must be urged in evaluating these 
figures. Prison officials suggest that new inmates prob- 
ably claim church membership in order to make a 
better impression. 

A definite volume of criminology, closer to our 
own day, was written by Barnes and Teeters. They 
are highly critical of the role of the church. They write: 


Prison populations show an overwhelming majority 
who claim some religious affiliation. A high percent- 
age of church membership in the total population has 
no apparent influence in reducing criminality in the 
community. Pending further study, we may accept 
Dr. Miner’s statement that “there is little evidence 
that the churches play any major role in the preven- 
tion of crime.” 


Let’s face reality: attendance at Sunday school or a 
factual knowledge of the Bible does not affect de- 
linquency! There is nothing magical about sitting in 
a building with the words “Sunday School” carved 
over the door. We must not permit a sentimental or 
magical approach to the church to obscure this fact. 


The author is assistant professor of pastoral theology at 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, and member of the Com- 
mission on Worship, Liturgics and Hymnology of the 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod. 


Research by Murcell and Kvaraceus, for example, 
disclosed no significant relation between religious 
training and non-delinquent behavior. Even more de- 
vastating was Hightower’s study of the effect of biblical 
information on character and conduct. In his study 
of 3,000 children he found that the tendency to lie 
and cheat increased with their knowledge of the Bible. 
He concluded that “mere knowledge of the Bible is 
not sufficient to insure proper character attitudes.” 


THE CHURCH AND CHEATING 


These men are not simply expressing a personal 
hostility against the church. Let us look at a three- 
volume study sponsored by the Institute of Social 
and Religious Research, Studies in the Nature of 
Character by Hartshorne and May. They, too, found 
that in many communities there is no relation between 
a child’s behavior and his enrolment in Sunday school 
or some character-building agency. They offer a stim- 
ulating explanation as to why youngsters who were 
exposed to a systematic teaching of morality appeared 
less honest and cheated more on tests. They suggest 
that the child is placed under such pressure to appear 
good that he must achieve it even by cheating and 
fraud. 

After considerable exposure to facts of this type, 
one is less apt to cry “church” in answer to the ques- 
tion of what we can do to halt the onrush of juvenile 
delinquency. Even though statistics on the influence 
of the church are extremely hard to compile; though 
there are many variants involved, such as the ma- 
terials and methods of teaching, the size of the church, 
the concern of the church for its youth; still the very 
consistency of the statistics carries weight. Mere church 
connection is not enough. 

This should not offend the sensibilities of church 
people. The statement does not speak against God 
and His work through the gospel, but against the in- 
stitutionalized church as we know it today. The so- 
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lution has been tried, and the disease is getting worse. 

Yet J. Edgar Hoover states: “In practically all 
homes where juvenile delinquency is bred, there is 
an absence of adequate religious training for children. 
.. . Most of them have never been inside a church.” 
Perhaps the lead is given us in his word“adequate.” 
Simple exposure to religious fact does not make faith 
real for the individual. 

The Christian Church itself claims this. It knows it- 
self as a fellowship of those whom God has called 
together in His Son. The man in faith is in a living 
relation with God and with other people. This is not a 
matter of legal restriction, but of love. He lives a life 
of love and service not because of fear or because 
he expects a reward, but because God’s love motivates 
him. As a result, he does not ask about minimums— 
how much he must do to be acceptable to God; but 
about maximums—how much he can do for others be- 
cause of God. 

Thus in the strictest sense the church does not con- 
sider itself an agency for moral betterment. In its 
very understanding of sin, it sees not only “things” 
done against other people, but it interprets sin before 
God. Sin is the attempt to live without God. The given 
manifestation of hate, frustration, greed, lust, or theft 
is simply proof of the fact that the individual has been 
successful in holding off God. The church’s goal reaches 
deeper than any surface attempt to reform a youngster. 
In the words of the New Testament its goal is the 
youngster’s transformation. 
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Therefore the church does not attempt to enforce 
a moral code. This is not its task. It even tells the 
juvenile that try hard as he might, he still cannot live 
up to the expectations of God. For precisely this 
reason, help must come from the outside. It must 
come from God. This is preeminently important. We 
saw before that if a high level of morality is insisted 
upon, the youngster actually will cheat in order to 
achieve it. The Christian faith knows this. Its solution, 
therefore, is the offering of rescue and aid from Al- 
mighty God. 


KEY IS FORGIVENESS 


One of its key words is “forgiveness.” The church 
takes with haunting seriousness the fact that God for- 
gives our rebellion and self-love. It admits that the 
thrust of everyone’s life is toward self. But it claims 
that our vicious cycle of self and sin can be broken. 
It says that God has reached out through Jesus Christ 
to effect this change. In some fashion, mysterious 
and unknown, the course of the world and its people 
was changed by the death of the Christ. This has 
meaning for all of life . . . for such problems as that 
of delinquency. 

The Christian, therefore, is not shocked by the evil 
that he sees about him. As a Christian he expects it. 
He does not place himself on a pedestal of righteous- 
ness to judge the delinquent. He begins with a recog- 
nition of the fact that the evil in his life may not be 















































as crass and dramatic, but it is nevertheless real. He is 
not sentimental about youthful crime, but he is deeply 
concerned. He sees that laws must have teeth in them, 
but that love also must be powerful and real in its 
acting. He understands that God is working in his 
community through him. 


STEPS TO BE TAKEN 


We propose a number of specific steps which we 
can take as Christians: 

1. Evaluate our own reaction toward delinquency. 
Until we are honest with ourselves, we cannot be honest 
in the aid which we would give to others. Ask your- 
selves why you read the newspaper accounts of crime 
and horror. A psychologist would tell us that if we 
enjoy it (even while our conscious minds absolutely 
reject the idea that we are enjoying it!), it is because 
we are identifying ourselves with the criminal. Plainly 
put, we have the same tendencies within ourselves. 
Only our training forces us to repress these stirrings. 
In some unconscious way this hidden desire within 
us frightens us. When we see another person give in to 
his desires and seem to enjoy the fruits, an unbearable 
struggle arises within us. This must not be! He must 
be punished severely lest we break down and give in 
to the same temptation. He must not enjoy what is 
wrong and forbidden to us. 

This truth is so painful that many will insist, “This 
is ridiculous!” But we can do nothing about delin- 
quency because of our own emotional involvement 
until we come clean with ourselves. And the Christian 
adds, “Until we come clean with God.” Confession is 
the first painful step in redemption. 

2. Understand that delinquency has many causes. 
Some delinquent acts may not be “wrong” or “sinful” 
in the deepest sense of the term. Christians recognize 
sin as more than a specific catalog of wrong acts. One 
of the best recent studies on delinquency is entitled 
Delinquency: Sickness or Sin? This is the question 
exactly! Frequently delinquency is learned as are other 
patterns of living. The question is not whether the act 
is objectively “right” or “wrong.” Society may judge 
it “wrong,” but the youth is acting as he has been 
taught is “right.” God’s Law remains the same, but 
the individual may not perceive it. For example, in a 
slum area.he may be taught by his parents and brothers 
to steal coal. They compliment him when he brings 
home a bagful. They warn him that evil men—police- 
men and others—will attempt to stop him, so he must 
be careful. Those whom he loves have taught him a 
pattern of life. Since he does not accept the standard 
which sees stealing coal as being wrong or “sinful,” 
it does not become so for him. 





In a number of states there is a highway speed 
limit of 50 miles an hour. This is the law. And break- 
ing it is “sin” for a Christian. Yet 90 per cent of the 
drivers deliberately break the law. Most of them would 
insist that they had done “nothing wrong.” They would 
claim that the law was outmoded—and besides, 
“Everyone goes this fast.” Somewhere in this situation 
is a parallel to delinquent behavior. . . . 

The Christian must attack evil not only as he sees 
it in the individual, but in society as a whole. In our 
complex society there are some problems which fall 
outside individual responsibility. The judgment of the 
church must also be directed against these. Basic 
causes must be attacked with the same enthusiasm as 
the symptoms. 


GIVE YOURSELF 


3. Real help involves the giving of self. You cannot 
help simply by talking about the problem. You cannot 
help by passing laws. You must give of yourself. This 
is more than a pious idea. In his studies McCann found 
that delinquents admire the wrong things and the wrong 
people. They see othgrs with money, leisure, and de- 
sirable possessions. Naturally they want these things. 
Because they may not understand the work and pian- 
ning involved, they take a short cut. A short cut usu- 
ally involves cutting across some law. 

What such individuals need—whether or not they 
are actually delinquents—is a reorientation of values. 
In a culture which worships success and the external 
trappings of success, they want to be “successful.” 
This drives one man into a brilliant business career, 
another into an equally “brilliant” career in crime. 
The problem is deep—and frightening. 

Young people need models. They build up an image 
of life, of success, of the good, from what they see 
around them. Young people are gathering impressions 
from us every day regarding life and its meaning. 
Delinquent youths are most likely those who have 
picked false models. Troubled children, says McCann, 
suffer from a “deficiency disease—a deficiency of 
stable, meaningful relationships, of love. This deficiency 
produces rickets of the personality, yaws of the char- 
acter, in the form of an inadequate and distorted 
self-image.” 

This is why the Christian must be ready to give 
himself. It means “being” a certain type of person— 
not just acting a part when youngsters are around. It 
means the giving of yourself in expression of Christian 
love to the children. 

There is no lack of opportunity to give yourself. 
Your own church has a youth program that would 
probably welcome your help. You will come into con- 
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tact with young people in your community, even if 
you have no children to bring them into your home. 
And every urban center has a crying need for con- 
cerned adults to help organize and maintain youth 
programs in the more crowded sections. The city 
missions agencies of your church or church federations 
will be able to tell you how and where to give your 
help. 

4. A stable Christian home is vastly important. We 
know from sociology and psychology that the first few 
years of a child’s training are most significant and 
meaningful. A child is either pushed toward delin- 
quency or reinforced against it during these early 
years. This is the period in which the home makes its 
primary contribution. The child is not yet in school. 
Perhaps the first few hours of Sunday school contact 
have begun, but they are not too significant. Contact 
with friends still is restricted to the immediate neigh- 
borhood. But the child is building attitudes and de- 
veloping habits of conduct which will last over the 
years. 

As the child grows older, a church or school is al- 
most helpless in forming attitudes unless they are rein- 
forced in the primary group of the family. When there 
is a conflict between the values learned in the emo- 
tional atmosphere of the family and those learned in 
the more formal setting of a school or church class, 
almost invariably the value learned in the home will 
predominate. Undoubtedly one reason why formal 
church contact has affected delinquency rates so little 
lies in the fact that its teachings have never germinated 
in the mind of the “delinquency prone” youngster— 
whose home often represented a way of life at odds 
with that of the church. 


CHURCH MUST REACH OUT 


5. The church must continue its redemptive out- 
reach. One of the church’s greatest sins has been its 
tendency to be smug and complacent. It is too easily 
satisfied if its families maintain church membership. 
It runs its little youth programs. As long as a respect- 
able percentage of its youngsters are involved and 
happy, both pastor and people are likely to feel that 
they are doing all they can to prevent delinquency. 

For better or worse, most of the million youngsters 
who will tangle with the police this year will live in 
the more depressed areas of town. For most churches 
the only contact its members will have with the prob- 
lem will be through newspaper accounts. The youngsters 
in the better neighborhoods most likely moving to- 
ward trouble are those who are least likely to vol- 
untarily join the youth program of the local church. 
Their life pattern is already divergent from that of 
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the members of the youth society. So the youth society 
goes on having its meetings . . . and the million “kids” 
go to the courts, jails, and reformatories of the land. 

It is easy to say things in “righteous anger” about 
the church’s failure to make vital contacts with. these 
youths. It becomes more difficult to be concerned for 
individual youngsters and their association of the 
“loose, fast crowd.” Statements about the “power of 
the gospel” and “trusting in the guiding of the Holy 
Spirit”. and “being a church in the New Testament 
sense” are easy to make. But the church is the 
“church” only as it burns itself out in self-giving, in a 
redemptive outreach to a community in desperate 
need. 

6. Individual Christians must implement this pro- 
gram. First the church must make a vital contact with 
the people in its community. Frequently our churches 
have existed as small islands in the midst of their neigh- 
borhoods, exerting little influence upon the general 
community. The leaders of the congregation rarely 
are the leaders in the neighborhood. We must make 
sure we are not spending so much time and energy in 
keeping the wheels of the institutionalized church go- 
ing that we fail to reach out with the life-giving gospel 
to those about us. 

This will be done by Christian people who are, in 
their individual acts, the church. It will involve really 
knowing our communities. Across the country churches 
are participating in programs of self-study in order to 
determine their effectiveness. One outcome has been 
an honest evaluation of local community need. - 

When the need is recognized, Christians will re- 
spond. For some it will mean giving volunteer help 
to local agencies designed for youth. Local YMCA’s 
and YWCA’s, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, Campfire 
Girls, Big Brother organizations—all need the aid of 
interested adults. For others it may mean working pro- 
fessionally with one of the welfare institutions. 


ENCOURAGE YOUTH 


7. Congregations must implement this program. 
Young people today are tremendously peer-oriented. 
They are more concerned about being accepted by © 
their own age group than about adult acceptance. A 
useful way of reaching out to the youth of the com- 
munity, therefore, is through the young people who 
are within our churches. They talk the same language; 
they have the same interests; they view life through a 
similar frame. Christian young people will be able to 
interpret the Christ and the new life in a way an 
adult cannot. 

Christian young people themselves need the support 

(Continued on page 35) 
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A Philadelphia restoration recalls the days when 
a dynamic evangelist altered the course of life 
for many colonists. By FREDERICK E. MASER 





HOUSANDS of tourists are traveling to what was 
T once the shabbiest section of Philadelphia to 
see its restored “Historic Square Mile.” Early Phil- 
adelphia, familiar to Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jef- 
ferson, George Washington, and members of the Con- 
tinental Congress, is rising once more near the Del- 
aware River. 

At the heart of the restoration is Independence 
Hall, home of the world-famed Liberty Bell. It is set 
off by a long tree-shaded mall lighted at night by old- 
fashioned street lamps. Two blocks north, on Arch 
Street, is the house where Betsy Ross created the first 
American flag. Nearby is the grave of Benjamin 
Franklin and a host of other tourist attractions. 

Four-wheel carriages, driven by men in colonial 
costume and drawn by sleepy fat horses, convey the 
tourist from one place to another in typical 18th 
century style. In the 18th century they would have 
passed tradesman’s signs that swung on creaking hinges 
outside of their shops; and they would have carried 
ladies in hoop skirts, shading themselves with lacey 
parasols, and gentlemen with long colonial coats, 
three-cornered hats, and bright, shining shoe buckles. 

Historic Churches are a part of this ancient section 
of Philadelphia. Christ Episcopal Church, Old Swedes, 
Old Pime Street Presbyterian and Old St. George’s, 
world’s oldest Methodist Church in continuous service, 
were here before the days of the Revolution. They 
are attended today by small memberships and a large 
number of church-going tourists. In the 18th century 
they were the centers of the religious life of the city. 
Famed preachers ascended their pulpits. Two of the 
churches, furthermore, were built before 1739 when 
a squint-eyed Methodist by the power of his evan- 
gelical preaching made an unforgettable impact upon 
the life of the city. 

God used his evangelist in a revival which spread 
like a flame of fire from Georgia to Massachusetts. 
He shook the complacency of both deist and Quaker 
in Philadelphia. He touched people of every sect or 
denomination. He was one of the founders of the 
University of Pennsylvania and indirectly, St. George’s 
Methodist Church. His name was George Whitefield. 


The author is minister of the St. George’s Methodist 
Church of Philadelphia, the world’s oldest Methodist church 
in continuous service. Photo is by courtesy of the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania. 




























































Whitefield is remembered by University of Pennsylvania statue. 


Benjamin Franklin who was a close observer of 
Philadelphia life and a warm friend of Whitefield’s, 
records in his autobiography the effect of Whitefield’s 
preaching. 


In 1739 arrived among us from Ireland the 
Reverend Mr. Whitefield, who made himself re- 
markable there as an intinerant preacher. He was at 
first permitted to preach in some of our churches; 
but the clergy, taking a dislike to him, soon refused 
him their pulpits, and he was obliged to preach in 
the fields. The multitudes of all sects and denomina- 
tions that attended his sermons were enormous, 


ETERNITY 











and | 
one | 
fluen 
admi 
com! 
natu 
derft 
of tl 
diffe 
were 
thro’ 
sung 


Fran 
more t 
power 
fields’s 
itineran 
phrases 

Whit 
1714. | 
was tw 
he was 
tinue h 
his ora 
before 
left sch 
he writ 
washed 
came | 
year an 

His 
secure 
being a 

“Thi 
him sai 

Her 

Frie! 
and G 
broke ¢ 

Here 





July 1 

















and it was a matter of speculation to me, who was 
one of the number, to observe the extraordinary in- 
fluence of his oratory on his hearers, and how they 
admired and respected him, notwithstanding his 
common abuse of them, by assuring them they were 
naturally half beasts and half devils. It was won- 
derful to see the change soon made in the manners 
of the inhabitants. From being thoughtless or in- 
different about religion, it seemed as if all the world 
were growing religious, so that one could not walk 
thro’ the town in an evening without hearing psalms 
sung in different families of every street. 


Franklin, a deist, attributed Whitefield’s influence 
more to his oratory than to his doctrine and the 
power of the Holy Spirit. But a student of White- 
fields’s life soon perceives there was more to this 
itinerant preacher than clever oratory or well-turned 
phrases. 

Whitefield was born in Gloucester, December 16, 
1714. His father, an inn-keeper, died before George 
was two years old. His mother married again when 
he was ten years old, but he was permitted to con- 
tinue his schooling. Even as a boy he was noted for 
his oratory and was several times appointed orator 
before the corporation at the examinations. At 15 he 
left school and assisted his mother at the inn, and as 
he writes, “put on my blue apron and my snuffers, 
washed mops, cleaned rooms, and in one word, be- 
came professed and common drawer for nearly a 
year and a half.” 

His mother heard from a visitor how one could 
secure an education at Pembroke College Oxford by 
being a servitor. 

“This will do for my son!” she said, and turning to 
him said, “Will you go to Oxford, George?” 

He replied “With all my heart.” 

Friends were consulted, further schooling secured, 
and George Whitefield became a servitor in Pem- 
broke College, Oxford. 

Here he made friends with the Wesleys and joined 





the Holy Club of which John and Charles Wesley 
were the leaders. Their great object was to save their 
own souls and live wholly to the glory of God. To 
this end they studied, prayed, fasted, visited the sick 
and those in prison, gave freely to the poor and tried 
by every conceivable means to save themselves. _ 

It was a praiseworthy but mistaken effort. White- 
field soon found that peace did not come by pursuing 
this path. More than any of the others, he sought sal- 
vation by his ascetic life. He exposed himself to 
cold and hunger; and to develop the spirit of humility 
wore only the meanest clothes. He prayed constantly 
and starved himself continually. “I fasted myself al- 
most to death all the 40 days of Lent,” he writes. 
His very life was in danger, and his tutor sent for a 
physician. These men thought he had gone mad. Help 
came from a little book loaned him by Charles Wes- 
ley; Henry Scougal’s The Life of God in the Soul of 
Man. ; 

“As Whitefield read, the truth dawned upon his heart. 
“God soon showed me,” he wrote, “That ‘true re- 
ligion was a union of the soul with God, and Christ 
formed within us.’” Then “a ray of divine light was 
instantaneously darted in upon my soul, and from 
that moment, but not till then, did I know that I 
must be a new creature.” 

In speaking of his conversion a few months before 
he died, Whitefield said, “I know the place; when- 
ever I go to Oxford, I cannot help running to the 
spot where Jesus Christ first revealed Himself to me, 
and gave me the new birth.” : 

This was the man who moved the city of Phila- 
delphia and the source of whose power was a my- 
stery to Benjamin Franklin. 

It is a fascinating experience to follow the foot- 
steps of the evangelist in the restored sections of 


Philadelphia and to recall the effects of his evangeli- 


cal preaching. He preached often from the pulpit of 
historic Christ Church in Second Street. After the 
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churches were denied him, he preached from the 
steps of the old court house in Market Street. His 
voice was so loud and his pronunciation so clear that 
when he preached here he could be heard at times 
by men on the boats that plied the Delaware River. 
He preached to 15,000 people on Society Hill. He 
preached one Sunday from the grandstand of the 
Race Track to several thousand people and emptied 
all the churches, a fact which did not endear him 
to the clergy. 

Eventually a Tabernacle was built for him on 
Fourth Street. A marker attests the site today. The 
Tabernacle later became the Academy, which was the 
origin of the University of Pennsylvania. As a tribute 
to his part in founding this great institution, today a 
statue stands on the University Campus showing the 
youthful Whitefield preaching with upraised arm. 

But Whitefield was not alone as the evangelist of 
the Philadelphia revival. In the course of his travels, 
he had visited the Log College at Neshaminy founded 
by William Tennent and by some regarded as the 
forerunner of Princeton University. William Tennent 
had three sons: John who died when he was 26 while 
pastor at Freehold, N.J.; William, Jr., widely known 
for a cataleptic fit he once experienced during which 
he was almost buried alive. 

The third son, Gilbert, joined forces with White- 
field and assisted him in what has been termed “one 
of the greatest revivalistic movements which ever 
swept over the country.” After Whitefield heard him 
preach he said, “Never before heard I such a search- 
ing sermon. He went to the bottom and did not daub 
with untempered mortar—Hypocrites must either soon 
be converted or enraged at his preaching. He is a son 
of thunder and does not regard the face of man.” 
He was popularly known as “Hellfire” Tennent. His 
sermons made a great sensation and were circulated 
up and down the colonies. 

It is a curious sidelight on his preaching that after 
he settled in a parish and became pastor of a church 
at Third and Mulberry (Arch) Streets, Philadelphia, 
he composed his sermons in a more scholarly fashion, 
polished them carefully and often read them from his 
prepared manuscript. According to one person who 
heard him regularly he was “never worth anything” 
after he began this practice. 

The power of Whitefield and Tennent as evangelists, 
however, is noted by many writers of this period. Led- 
num, the Methodist historian, in writing of Whitefield 
says, “The inhabitants of Philadelphia—were captiv- 
ated by pulpit oratory and eloquence to which they 
had been unaccustomed, from one ‘who sent his soul 
with every lance he three.—He soon gathered around 
him such ministers as Gilbert, and William Tennent, 
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Blair, Rowland, and Davenport,—kindred spirits. At 
one time, after these godly ministers had exercised 
their impressive ministry on the people of Philadelphia 
for a week, the effect produced was, the closing up 
of all places of sinful amusement,—turning the current 
of conversation of the citizens to the truth preached, 
—and rendering all books, except such as treated of 
religion, unsaleable.” 

Probably the most far-reaching effect of White- 
field’s preaching was through a small group of peo- 
ple, influenced by him, who later founded the Meth- 
odist Church in Philadelphia. 

How early this small group began to meet re- 
gularly, it is impossible to say. It is known, however, 
that Edward Evans and James Emerson of this group 
were converts of Whitefield. In 1767 when a Metho- 
dist by the name of Thomas Webb, a retired Captain 
of the British Army, came to Philadelphia he found 
this small group of “Methides,” as they were called, 
meeting in a sail loft near Dock Creek. He joined 
them and later organized them as “The Religious So- 
ciety of Protestants called Methodists.” 

They soon sought larger quarters and moved to a 
house in Loxley Court, Eventually the present church 
edifice known today as St. George’s Methodist Church 
was purchased. It has been continuously used by 
the Methodists as a church since 1769. Today its beau- 
tiful colonial interior and its neighboring Methodist 
museum attract tourists from all over the world. 

Whitefield died in 1770 in the little town of New- 
buryport, Mass. where he lies buried today. Like all 
great evangelists he was a controversial figure through- 
out the most of his life. He unwisely attacked the 
dead Archbishop Tillotson whose sermons and writ- 
ings were widely read in England. In Charlestown he 
was arrested for having a part in composing a “false, 
malicious, scandalous, and infamous libel against the 
clergy.” His popularity, however, which rose and fell 
like the waves of the sea, was always greatest with 
the common people. Churches might be closed to 
him, universities such as Yale and Harvard might 
shut their doors to his preaching, but he never lacked 
an audience. He preached in the fields or from any 
vantage point where he could proclaim the gospel, and 
crowds flocked to hear him. Many people were con- 
verted under his influence and many more left off 
their dissolute manner of living to follow Christ. 

His spirit seems to walk amid the restored build- 
ings and houses of old Philadelphia. Some historians 
recently announced they thought they had found the 
original structure called the “Tabernacle” where he 
preached. If they are right and the building is re- 
stored, his name will again be the center of Philadel- 
phia conversation as it was over 200 years ago. 
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HOW WE GOT 


OUR BIBLE 


Part II—By BRUCE METZGER 


From Hebrew and Greek, through translations 
revisions into one thousand languages of the 
world, the Bible has come to us today. 


URING the fourth and third centuries B.C. more 
D and more Jews, particularly those not living in 
Palestine, lost facility in the use of Hebrew. So Scrip- 
ture translations were made from Hebrew into other 
languages. Beginning about 280 B.C., the Old Testa- 
ment was translated into Greek at Alexandria in 
Egypt, where there was a large Greek-speaking popu- 
lation of both Jews and Gentiles. 

This translation, called the Septuagint (from the 
legend that it had been made by 70 translators), cir- 
culated far and wide. Most of the New Testament au- 
thors usually quote the Old Testament not from the 
original Hebrew but from this old Greek Version. 

About the same time, Palestinian Jews began using 
more Aramaic than Hebrew. (Aramaic is related to 
Hebrew somewhat as Spanish is related to Portuguese 
or Dutch to German.) The custom arose of having an 
interpreter give an Aramaic paraphrase at the reading 
of the Hebrew Scriptures during the synagogue services. 
At first the form of these oral paraphrases in Aramaic 
was more or less fluid, but as time went on, different 
traditions became fixed and were subsequently reduced 
to writing. Thus arose the several Aramaic Targums, 
as they are called, of the Old Testament. 

Jesus and His Apostles customarily spoke Aramaic, 
but the New Testament was composed in Greek, the 
language of international culture in the Mediterranean 
world. Soon, however, the gospel was taken to people 
who, though perhaps they knew some Greek, felt 
more at home using another language. Thus, during 


The author is professor of New Testament Language 
and Literature at Princeton Theological Seminary. This 
article is condensed by permission from “Introduction to 
Bible,” Volume I in “The Layman’s Bible Commentary,” 
published by John Knox Press. 
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the second and third centuries portions were translated 
into Syriac, Latin and Coptic. 

The first Latin translations were rough and literalis- 
tic. Some were interlinear versions, with the order of 
words mechanically conformed to the Greek order. 
About 400 A.D. Jerome complained that there were 
almost as many variant translations into Latin as there 
were separate manuscripts. One of the reasons for the 
diversity, as Augustine said, was that “in the early days 
of the faith, every man who happened to gain pos- 
session of a Greek manuscript and who imagined he 
had any facility in both languages, however slight, 
dared to make a translation.” F 

Confronted with such a welter of diverse Latin 
renderings, Damasus, the bishop of Rome, requested 
Jerome, the outstanding biblical scholar of his time, to 
make a standard Latin version for the use of the West- 
ern Churches. This version, the Latin Vulgate, has be- 
come the official text of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Jerome’s scholarly labors met with indifference and 
even hostility. He had indeed anticipated what the 
reaction to his labors would be, for in his Preface to 
the Four Gospels, he asks, “Is there a man, learned or 
unlearned, who will not, when he takes the volume [of 
my revision] into his hands, and perceives that what he 
reads does not suit his settled tastes, break out im- 
mediately into violent language, and call me a forger 
and a profane person for having the audacity to add 
anything to the ancient books, or to make any changes 
or corrections therein?” 

Of an irascible temper, Jerome showed little pa- 
tience with his critics; in a letter to one of his friends he 
refers to them as “two-legged asses” who identify ig- 
norance with holiness. 


(Continued on page 26) 
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o the one American in four who does not drink, we offer for 
‘Ree first time to the readers of Eternity, the Gold Star Total 
Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week 
from your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long 
as you are there, even for life! 

If you do not drink, and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. As Mr. R. M. of Chicago said 
when he purchased a Gold Star Policy, “I am in the — plan and 
very much dissatisfied as they seem to favor boozers, and the honest 
person must pay for it.” 

Alcoholism is now our nation’s No. 3 health problem, ranking 
immediately behind heart disease and cancer! Those who drink have 
reduced resistance to infection and are naturally sick more often 
and sick longer than those who do not drink. Why should you help 
pay for their hospitalization? 

Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and very finest 
hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because the 
Gold Star Policy is offered ONLY to non-drinkers. With this policy, 
you receive $100 a week from the first day and as long as you re- 
main in the hospital! This money is paid you in cash to be used for 
rent, food, hospital, or doctor bills—anything you wish. Your policy 
cannot be cancelled by the company no matter how long you remain 
in the hospital or how often you are sick. And the present low rate 
on your policy can never be raised simply because you get old, or 
have too many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjust- 
ment up or down for all policyholders! 

One out of every seven people will spend some time in the hos- 
pital this year. Every day, over 43,000 people enter the hospital— 
32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn will be 
next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall on the 
sidewalk or stairs in your home, or some sudden illness, could put 


Christian Leaders Say: 


Dr. Daniel A. Poling, noted minister and Editor Christian 
Herald: “‘The advantages of a hospital plan which is avail- 
able to non-drinkers only are obvious. The lower rate is 
made possible because you are not paying the bills for the 
illnesses and accidents of those who use alcohol.” 





Dr. Hyman Appelman, greatly-used evangelist: ““God was 
gracious enough to use me to lead Arthur De Moss to the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I have known him intimately. He is 
100% trustworthy. He knows insurance backwards and 
forwards. When he O.K.’s the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ 
Plan, it is to be taken at full face value. Without any sort 
of reservation, I recommend it to everybody.” 





Dr. J. P. McCallie, beloved head, McCallie School, Chat- 
tanooga, Tenn.: “‘I have known and loved Arthur and Ted 
De Moss for years. I have taken our insurance in their 
World Mutual Company with complete confidence. I com- 
mend it to my friends, especially those of my age who are 
non-drinkers, if any are left.” 





Jerome Himes, leading bass, Metropolitan Opera: “It is a 
pleasure to be able to recommend Arthur De Moss’ most 
excellent insurance plan for non-drinkers. Knowing Art as 
I do and his fine Christian zeal I am sure the Lord will 
bless his efforts in every way.” 








you in the hospital for weeks or months, and could cost tho; 
of dollars. 

How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with, 
doctor bills and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly ip 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen tp 
but please don’t gamble! 


The Gold Star Plan 


Makes It Easy! 

With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, 
would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain jp 
hospital. Even if you are already covered by another policy, 
Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and pay IN App 
to your present policy. 

The $100 a week plan costs just $4 for the first month’s p 
tion for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full mo 
For each child under age 19, the cost is $3 for a month’s protec 
And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the cost is only 
month. a 

Many folks who already carry some hospitalization will stil] 
the $100 per week Gold Star Policy. However, some who 
have good coverage elsewhere might want only $50 a week 
tional protection to use as supplemental coverage, and this is 
able at just $2 a month, or $20 per year. Children under 19 
get this coverage for only $1.50 per month; and for folks ov 
the rate is $3 per month. This policy is identical with the $100 
except that it pays $50 per week, and the additional benefit 
accidental death and loss of eye, leg, or arm are of course 
large—but still $1,000 and $3,000. 


Additional Benefits 


Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 


Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot or 
one eye. 


Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, both feet, or 
hands. 


Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for 
travel accidents! 


The World Mutual Health and Accident 
Insurance Company 


World Mutual has been operating since 1921 and is rated A + E 
(highest rating available) by Dunne’s Insurance Reports, the world’s 
policyholder’s reporting service. By special arrangement with De Mos 
ciates, World Mutual has underwritten this Gold Star Total Abstainert 
pitalization Policy. 


This plan offered exclusively by 


De Moss Associates 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


“Special Hospital-Medical Plans for Special People” 





At Last-a Hospital? : 


Pays $100 Weekly from@DAY 
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ii Plan for Non- Drinkers Only 


n BDAY for LIFE! 


Happy Policyholders Write 


Miss J. P. of Harlow, Iowa: “‘So happy to find a policy like this 
for non-drinkers. In other policies we pay for those who do drink.” 
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Mr. J. W. B. of Zanesville, Ohio: “This is a much-needed type 
of policy for today, for why should those who do not drink pay for 


those who do?” 


Mr. F. S. of Brooksville, Florida: 


“Am so glad someone has 


started such an insurance company for those who do not drink... . 
My wife has a policy in the — Company that will pay $50 per week 
as yours does. I could not get it as I was too old at the time. She 
has to pay $4.50 per month for it, and we are both going to take out 
with your company and drop the other one. We can get protection 
for both of us for only $1.50 more than she is now having to pay!” 


Rev. A. R. J. of Brazil, Indiana: 


“We are now insured with 


gmother company. This, however, looks good and is less expensive.” 

Dr. M. J. G. of Elm Hall, Michigan: “I am very much interested 
jn hospital insurance for myself and my family. We have — at 
present and it is very high in cost.” 


Check These Remarkable Features: 


¢ Guaranteed renewable. (Only 
YOU can cancel) 

¢ Good in any accredited hos- 
pital anywhere in the world! 
(Including missionary hospitals) 

@ Pays in addition to any other 
hospital insurance you may 
carry. 

e All benefits paid directly to 
you in cash! 

¢ No health examination neces- 
sary. 


No automatic age termination. 
Immediate coverage! Full bene- 
fits go into effect noon of the 
day your policy is issued. 

No limit on number of times 
you can collect. 

Pays from the very first day in 
hospital. 

No policy fees or enrollment 
fees! 

Ten-day money-back gvaran- 
tee! 


Only Conditions Not Covered 


following are the only conditions this policy does not cover: preg- 
nancy, childbirth or miscarriage; suicide; any act of war; pre-existing 
anditions; Workmen’s Compensation cases; or hospitalization caused 
by the use of alcoholic beverages or narcotics. Everything else IS 


covered! 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
all. In the privacy of your own home, read the policy 
over. Examine it carefully. Have the policy checked by 
your lawyer, your doctor, your Christian friends or some 
trusted advisor. Make sure it provides exactly what we've 
told you it does. Then, if you are not fully satisfied, mail 
it back within 10 days, and we'll refund your money by 


return mail, with no questions asked. So, you see, you have 
werything to gain and nothing ot lose! Fair enough? 


We trust that your turn to enter the hospital will not 
tome soon. But please remember, once the doctor tells you 
that you need to go to the hospital, it’s too late to buy 


Coverage at any price. So mail your application today! 











Senior Citizen's Policy 


Those over 65 frequently find it difficult to get hospitalization insurance. 
De Moss Associates offer a special Senior Citizen’s Policy for those between 
65 and 100 at only $6.00 per month, or $60 per year, offering identically 
the same liberal benefits as the standard Gold Star $100 policy. Those 
taking out a policy before 65 pay only the standard $4.00 per month rate 
even after they reach 65. 














APPLICATION TO E760 
World Mutual Health and Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 

RE Pe te Oe Ary ee Pee Me a4 ASS RE RTO DETER Se Ct Py Ree ee 
PEED £66.69. 05.5:6 01515. 00.n.d4opebin sich t4bcisnSuiba st Des Kapbiseeenhosece Sepa ssne eben een 
RIE ssid ncinccdctecscecesciunisasse see soueseeecaesis WES saan nocivinccaswcmoweon 
SD: GE TI Is io ds ines eskeanawinn scan Ps iswaieses MR ik tsiinde<s 
Pe I BD 0id:s.x:nnitoncgbennwascnsed kuasioue deddsesbes dhbmaeesessawaessas 
Seer I OB si.c,ccdind canon sacaedadesaaad sentiubmeeneneh eRieksseknakate 


I also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
Name Date of Birth 





=~ 


A) Do you nl 7 — above certify that you do not use alcohol? 


(B) Do you and all members listed above certify that you are in sound and healthy | 
condition mentally and physically to the best of your belief and knowledge? 
Yes O No 0 
If no, please state details including operations, sickness or disabilities during the past 
ive years: 








(C) Do yee Reseie caet 0 Oa ee er te 008 Oe Ee. Oo Pee. 
for a policy based on the that the policy applied for does not cover 
condulane echguasien aulue 98 tae tas insurance, and that the policy is issued solely 
and entirely in reliance upon the written answers to the 


Yes O No 0 
i 6cknccsed ease Signed: ke dstddebnhenedadishiaesntesavscansiotscbaae 
I am enclosing for: 
Plan A (pays $100/week) Plan B (pays $50/week) 
() $% for each adult ages 19-64 for ist ( ) $2 for each adult ages 19-64 for Ist 
month’s protection month’s protection 


C) O60 Ser 13 eentin’ postection Sar cok ( ) $20 for 12 months’ protection for each 
adult adult 
3 for ist th’ tection for each 05> Se 58 maette gputectinn fas 
OSes" ie $F FP 
(> ade Saar ei teem ( ) $15 for 12 months’ protection for each 
$6 for ist ith’s protection for each $3 for 1st month’s protection for each 
“ adult, age 65-100 “ adult, age 65-100 
fe Senior Citizen’s P: $30 for your Senior Citizen’s Policy 
OCT ias aw Ota 
Mail this application with your first premium to— 
DE MOSS ASSOCIATES—Valley Forge, Pa. 





















































For centuries the Latin revision of Jerome competed 
with the many Old Latin versions. Theologians of the 
caliber of Augustine and Pelagius recognized the in- 
trinsic merits of the new version, but not until the 
eighth or ninth century was its supremacy assured. 

Inevitably, however, just as the text of the older 
Latin translations became more and more corrupt, 
“being changed by copyists more asleep than awake,” 
as Jerome wrote Damasus, so the text of Jerome’s re- 
vision also gradually became altered by scribal inad- 
vertence. 


CHAPTER DIVISIONS ADDED 


In the 13th century scholars at the new University 
of Paris were demanding not only a standard text for 
quotation but also a Bible more convenient for ref- 
erence. Various corrections were accumulated and a 
division of the text into chapters of approximately 
equal length was introduced by Stephen Langton, who 
later became Archbishop of Canterbury. (We still fol- 
low Langton’s chapter divisions today.) Textually the 
work embodied in this revision was disappointingly 
mediocre, and Roger Bacon, along with other scholars, 
censured it as being “for the most part horribly cor- 
rupt.” 

The Council of Trent (1546), having pronounced 
an anathema against anyone who rejected the old and 
common (Vulgate) Latin edition as the authentic text, 
ordered the preparation of an official version of the 
Latin text. After an inordinate delay, an acceptable 
revision was finally published by the Vatican press in 
1592. This has remained the official Bible of the Ro- 
man Church to the present day. Work, however, is cur- 
rently under way by Benedictine scholars to edit, on 
the basis of hitherto unused Latin manuscripts, and in 
accord with refined methods of textual criticism, a stili 
more accurate text of Jerome’s Latin Vulgate. 

About 1450 with the invention of printing from 
movable type, no longer was it necessary to write out 
each word of each copy by hand. Furthermore, print- 
ing greatly reduced the possibility of error. The Latin 
Vulgate was the first to come from the press of Johann 
Gutenberg at Mainz about 1456. The first printed He- 
brew Old Testament was issued in 1488 by the 
Soncino press in Lombardy. The Greek New Testa- 
ment had to wait until the beginning of the 16th cen- 
tury to be published. 

At the beginning of that century Cardinal Ximenes of 
Complutum (Alcala, in Spain) began plans for the 
publication of a sumptuous polyglot edition of the 
Scriptures. The volumes containing the Old Testament 
have three columns per page, with the Latin Vulgate 
in the center flanked on either side by the Hebrew 








Why Bible Revision Is Necessary 


No translation of the Bible is ever perfect, and several factors 
contribute to make any rendering progressively more out of date. 
There are three reasons why revision becomes necessary. 

1) Since in every living language the meaning and usage of words 
change during the years, an older version, no matter how excellent 
it once was, becomes less and less adequate to convey God’s Word 
to people in terms that they can understand. In other words, though 
the Scriptures do not change, the languages of earth are constantly 
changing; therefore revisions will always be needed. 

2) In another sense the Scriptures do change—at least, in the form 
in which we know them today. The transmission of the Bible by 
handwritten copies resulted in the multiplication of scribal variants 
in the manuscripts. The Greek text used, for example, by the King 
James translators was disfigured by the accumulated scribal errors 
of many centuries. Making use of older manuscripts which have 
more recently come to light, scholars today can detect and correct 
these scribal errors. New versions, therefore, ought to be made from 
time to time, as more accurate editions of the original Hebrew and 
Greek texts become available. 

3) Archaeological discoveries and the study of newly acquired 
documents, of both a public and a private nature, enable scholars 
to learn still more precisely the shades of meaning and the nuances 
of idiom of those forms of Hebrew and Greek which were current 
during the time that the Scriptures were written. 

For these reasons, therefore, the Church must never be content 
with the achievements of previous generations of scholars. Her aim 
must be to translate the Scriptures into the language of every nation 
and people and tribe, as well as to revise each translation period- 
ically to make it a yet more faithful rendering of the Word of God 
in the words of man. = 





original and by the Greek Septuagint—a position, as 
the preface puts it, reflecting the central position of 
Christ on the cross between the two thieves! The first 
of the six volumes came from the press in 1514, but 
had to wait for publication until the completion of the 
set had received the approval of the Pope in about 
1520. 

Meanwhile, an enterprising printer named Froben 
of Basel, Switzerland, had heard of the plans of 
Ximenes to produce a polyglot Bible. Sensing that the 
market was ready for an edition of the Greek New 
Testament, in April 1515, he secured the help of one 
of the outstanding humanists of the century, Desiderius 
Erasmus, to edit such a volume. Working with great 
haste in order to anticipate the publication of the Com- 
plutensian Polyglot, Erasmus used whatever Greek 
manuscript happened to be available at the moment. 

Unfortunately, he depended chiefly on two inferior 
Basel manuscripts, one of the Gospels and one of the 
Acts and the Epistles, dating from the 14th or 15th 
century. Erasmus compared them with two or three 
others on the same books, but no manuscript was older 
than the tenth century. For the Book of Revelation he 
had only one manuscript, dating from the twelfth 
‘century, and this was defective on the last leaf, lacking 
the last six verses. Nothing daunted, Erasmus retrans- 
lated these verses from the Latin Vulgate into Greek! 
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This edition, equipped with Erasmus’ elegant Latin 
version which differed in many respects from the Vul- 
gate, came from the press on March 1, 1516, being 
the first published edition of the Greek New Testament. 
Prepared with headlong haste, as Erasmus confessed, 
and based on late and inferior Greek manuscripts, this 
edition was altogether unworthy to be the ancestor of 
the so-called Textus Receptus (“received text”) of the 
Greek New Testament. 

Not only in the last six verses of Revelation (where, 
following Erasmus, the Textus Receptus still embodies 
several words and readings that have never been found 
in any Greek manuscript), but elsewhere Erasmus 
took the liberty of altering the Greek text on the basis 
of the Latin Vulgate. 

Except for minor corrections in subsequent printings, 
the basic text which Erasmus had edited remained 
for centuries the only “authentic” Greek text of the 
New Testament. It became the basis of practically all 
translations made into modern languages until the lat- 
ter part of the 19th century. 

The earliest English translations of the Bible were 
made from the Latin Vulgate. In Anglo-Saxon times 
portions of the Psalms and of the Gospels, as well as 
the Ten Commandments and other passages, were 
rendered into the vernacular. The first complete trans- 
lation into English was prepared by John Wyclif and 
his disciple, John Purvey. It circulated in manuscript 
copies only, and the complete Wyclif Bible was not 
printed until 1850. The first English translation of the 
New Testament from the original Greek was published 
on the Continent by the English exile, William Tyn- 
dale, in 1526. Tyndale also translated portions of the 
Old Testament from the original Hebrew, but was 
martyred before he was able to complete the task. 
Tyndale’s characteristically direct and lively style still 
lives on in subsequent English versions, including the 
King James Version. The first complete English Bible 
to be issued from the press was in 1535, the work of 
Myles Coverdale. The New Testament and much of the 
Old Testament are practically Tyndale’s; only the por- 
tion from Jonah to Malachi was translated independ- 
ently, and for those books Coverdale used several 


. Latin and German Bibles. 


The next important revision of the Scriptures in 
English was published by three Protestant exiles who 
had taken refuge in Geneva during Queen (“Bloody”) 
Mary’s persecution in Britain. One of these scholars, 
William Whittingham, a brother-in-law of Calvin, pre- 
pared the revision of the New Testament, which was 
issued in 1557. In 1560 the whole Bible was published, 
the work of Whittingham, Anthony Gilby, and Thomas 
Sampson. 

This Geneva Version, as it was called, was one of 
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the most popular and widely circulated of English 
translations. About 200 editions, either of the whole 
Bible or of the New Testament alone, were printed be- 
tween 1560 and 1630. It was the Bible used by Shakes- 
peare, by John Bunyan, by the men of Cromwell’s 
army, and it was brought to America by the Pilgrims 
and other early settlers, many of whom would have 
nothing to do with the more recently translated King 
James Version (1611). In the history of English ver- 
sions, the Geneva Bible is important for at least three 
reasons: (1) It was the first English Bible which di- 
vided the text into verses. (2) It was the first to use the 
more easily read Roman type (like the type of this 
article) instead of the time-honored but clumsy appear- 
ing black-letter type (Old English or Gothic). (3) It 
was the first to use italics for those words which the 
translators added for the sake of English idiom, but 
which are not in the original. 

_ The scholarship reflected in the Geneva Bible was 
of the highest caliber. For example, in accord with the 
evidence of the earlier Greek manuscripts, the title of 
the Letter to the Hebrews no longer attributed this 
anonymous epistle to Paul. Among curiosa in the 
Geneva Bible may be mentioned the occurrence of 
the word “breeches” in Genesis 3:7, where the King 
James Version was subsequently to have “aprons” 
—from which the former is often called the 
“Breeches Bible.” The heading of the passage relating 
the beheading of John the Baptist is entitled “The 
(Continued on page 30) 








Jean Louis Forain, French artist, was on his deathbed and his rela- 
tives were trying to stimulate confidence in his recovery. “You’re 
looking much better,” his wife assured him. “The color has come 
back into your cheeks,” said his son. “You're breathing easier, Father,” 
his daughter managed to say. 

Forain smiled weakly. “Thank you,” he whispered. “I’m going to 
die cured.” 

Thus the world lies to itself because it has no hope. But in Christ 
all fear is vanished. “You are coming to Me,” says God the Father. 
“You shall see Me and be like Me,” whispers the Son. “Though your 
outward man is perishing, | am renewing you day by day,” says the 
Holy Spirit. 

“Thank you,” whispers the soul. “I truly am dying cured.” 
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By PRANK E. GAEBELEIN 


N PsaLM 36, David draws from nature to portray 

the character of God: “Thy mercy, O Lord, is 
in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reaches unto the 
clouds. Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; 
thy judgments are a great deep.” 

If you have ever climbed a mountain you can un- 
derstand these words. You have watched the clouds 
drifting in endless variety past peak and_ valley. 
Through first-hand experience of physical effort, you 
know something of the overwhelming greatness of 
the mountains; from the heights you have seen the 
plunging depth of couloir and precipice. But behind 
the grandeur of the mountains is the reality of which 
St. Paul reminds us: “The things which are seen are 





still fe 
the to 
Tho 
climbe 
taineer 


than 
Somer 
medica 





SSS 


oS 


















































temporal, but the things which are not seen are eter- 
nal.” Yes, the Lord of heaven and earth is Himself 
changeless reality. 

The mountains confront us with reality, not just 
the material reality of stupendous forces that, through 
the vast reaches of geological time, shaped these moun- 
tains; but the reality of the living God who, as the 
Bible declares in its incomparable opening words, “In 
the beginning . . . created the heaven and the earth.” 

Of all sports, none has stronger religious overtones 
than mountaineering. Therein lies its distinction. 

In his book, Scholar Mountaineers, Wilfrid Noyce, 
one of the Everest climbers, has a chapter on Sir 
Leslie Stephen. He points out that Stephen, who be- 
gan his career as a clergyman but gave up the min- 
istry because of agnosticism, could not escape the re- 
ligious appeal of the mountains. “If I were,” said 
Stephen, “to invent a new idolatry . . . I should pros- 
trate myself not before beast, or ocean, or sun, but 
before one of those gigantic masses to which, in spite 
of all reason, it is impossible not to attribute some 
shadowy personality.” 

Leslie Stephen felt a sense of presence which a 
great mountain brings. Thus even though the Mat- 
terhorn may be completely enveloped in cloud, one 
still feels in Zermatt that it is there, looming above 
the town. 

Though Stephen was. an agnostic, other great 
climbers have been deeply religious. Few moun- 
taineers of recent years have held devotion to climb- 
ing in the context of a more sincere Christian faith 
than Major E. R. Gibson of Canada or Dr. T. Howard 
Somervell, who went from Himalayan expeditions to 
medical missions in India. 

For men like these the natural religious appeal of the 
mountains is no substitute for the gospel of God’s 
redeeming grace in Jesus Christ. Mountains are to be 
admired and, of course, climbed; but neither they nor 
our climbing of them should become an object of 
worship. 

In his grand figure of speech, David said of the 
Lord, “Thy righteousness is like the great mountains.” 

Why did the mountains remind David of the divine 
righteousness? It was doubtless because, for the an- 
cients, mountains were objects that inspired a fearful 
awe; they represented that which was overwhelmingly 
great and unattainable. So indeed is the sheer holi- 


The author is headmaster of the Stony Brook School, 
Long Island, N. Y., and has written “Exploring the Bible,” 
“Christian Education in a Democracy,” and “The Pattern 
of God’s Truth.” By avocation he is a mountain climber, 
having made ascents in Canada, Mexico and Europe in 
addition to the United States, and is a member of the 
American and Canadian Alpine Clubs. 
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ness and righteousness of God as compared with our 
human unrighteousness. 

Said our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount, “Be ye 
perfect, even as your Father who is in heaven is 
perfect.” But we are not perfect. All religions recog- 
nize this problem of human imperfection, unright- 
eousness, and sin. Others attempt to bridge the gap 
between imperfect, unholy man and a holy God, by 
what man does; the religion of the Bible bridges the 
gap by what God, invading history, has done in the 
atoning death and glorious resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
And the great mountains, pointing to the righteous- 
ness of God, stand as a memorial of the fact that 
“God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto him- 
self . . . that he who knew no sin was made sin for us 
that we might be made the righteousness of God in 
him.” 

We say that mountains are the everlasting hills, 
but they are no such thing. Some time ago a pamph- 
lét was sent me with the title, “Things That Never 
Change.” On its cover was a picture of Mt. Rainier— 
beautiful but inappropriate, because Mt. Rainier with 
its score of glaciers is, like all mountains, great or 
small, a most unstable feature of the landscape. 

In camp in the Eremite Valley in 1945 a group of 
us were at lunch. Suddenly we heard a roar. We 
rushed out of the tent and saw, crashing down a gully 
of Outpost Peak across the stream from our camp, a 
great rock avalanche. The ground shook as tons of 
rock ‘roared down and left the mountain smoking 
like a volcano. A 

As a matter of fact, changelessness—complete sta- 
bility, absolute security—is not a thing of this created 
world. Yet the paradox is that the ever-changing moun- 
tains point to changelessness, as we lift up our eyes 
unto the hills and see them as signposts, pointing to 
our salvation. For our salvation arises “from Him 
who heaven and earth hath made” and who has 
given us His Son, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, 
and today, and forever.” 

During His life on earth our Lord was close to 
the mountains. He was brought up in the hill country 
of Galilee; in the wilderness on “a high mountain 
apart” He vanquished the tempter; on a mountain 
He delivered His greatest sermon; He was trans- 
figured on Mt. Hermon; He wrestled in agony of 
soul on the Mount of Olives; and on Mt. Calvary, 
the “green hill . . . outside the city wall,” He died for 
our sins. 

Yes, mountains give us a sense of presence. But we 
have that sense only when we are in them. Christ’s 
presence, however, is a glorious reality for His chil- 
dren no matter where they are. “Where two or three 
are gathered in my name there am I” is just as true 














in the mountains as in a cathedral, provided that the 
gathering is in Christ’s Name. God may indeed be 
worshipped out-of-doors; but let us be sure that it is 
God and not the out-of-doors that we are worshipping. 

Early in the last war, the Norwegian seaport of 
Narvik was much in the news. It was seized by the 
Germans, bombarded from the sea by the British, 
bombed again and again from the air. One day the 
mayor of the city, surrounded by newspaper men, 
stood in the midst of the wreckage. Glancing first at 
the desolation about him and then at the snow-clad 
peaks that looked serenely down from the heights, 
he said, “The mountains are still ours.” 

So in the midst of the turmoil of living we too may 
say, “The mountains are still ours.” 
because we have had direct, personal dealings with 


mountains are God’s who made them. And they pro- 
vide us with a true and valid escape to reality only 
if we are humbly sensitive in our response to them, 

The day will surely come for each of us, even for 
the most active and skilled climber, when we are no 
longer able to go to the mountains. Inevitably they 
will be for us only a memory. But if we know by 
commitment of heart and life the Lord of the moun- 
tains, we shall find that He is truly “the same yester- 
day, and today, and forever,” Jesus Christ the Lord 
of reality and life. 


Thy blessing, Lord, on all vacation days! 


For weary ones who seek the quiet ways. 


They are ours, 


them. We know them in their many moods—in the 


warm sunshine when the very rocks seem friendly, 
in the misty-half-light when the summits are lower- 
ing and remote, in the savagery of a howling storm, 
or in the heavenly pink of the alpenglow. We know 


them and we feel that they are ours. 


Fare forth beyond the thunder of the street, 
The marvel of the Emmaus Road repeat; 
Thy comradeship so graciously bestow 

Their hearts shall burn within them as they go. 


Be Thou with those who bide where mountains rise, 
Where yearning earth draws nearest to the skies! 
Grant them the peace, the courage that they ask; 
New strength to face the valley task, 

New light to lead through shrouding valley haze! 


Thy blessing, Lord, on all vacation days! 


But they are ours only on loan. In actuality the 


(M. A. Halley) 





HOW WE GOT 
OUR BIBLE 


(Continued from page 27) 


Inconvenience of Dancing”! In the mar- 
gins are numerous anti-Romanist com- 
ments. 

In 1566 Archbishop Matthew Parker 
undertook a revision in cooperation 
with 17 bishops. A novel feature of 
this edition was the placing of each 
translator’s initials at the end of his 
part. Published in 1568 and revised in 
1572, it remained the official English 
version until the publication of the 
King James Version of 1611. In this 
Bishops’ Bible, as it was called, all 
comment, in the form of marginal 
notes, was avoided. Since the several 
revisers worked without much coordi- 
nation, the style and quality of the 
rendering vary greatly from book to 
book. 

A Roman Catholic rendering of the 
New Testament into English was pub- 
lished in 1582 at Reims, France. It 
was translated from the Latin Vulgate 
by several English fugitives, chiefly 
Gregory Martin, a former fellow of 
St. John’s College, Oxford. The Old 
Testament followed in two volumes at 
Douai in 1609-1610. The style of the 
English is characterized by numerous 
Latinisms; for example, “he exinanited 
himself” (Phil. 2:7), “supersubstan- 
tial bread” (Matt. 6:11), “odible to 
God” (Rom. 1:30), “concorporate and 
comparticipant” (Eph. 3:6), and such 
words as inquination, potestates, long- 
animity, and correption. On the other 
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hand, this Reims New Testament also 
contained many felicitous renderings 
in clear, idiomatic English, some of 
which the King James translators of 
1611 adopted. The marginal comments 
are often bitterly anti-Protestant. 

At the beginning of the 17th century 
the time seemed ripe for a new Prot- 
estant translation. Hebrew and Greek 
scholarship had increased during the 
previous half-century, and the English 
language had been enriched by such 
eminent literary figures as Edmund 
Spenser, Sir Philip Sidney, Chris- 
topher Marlowe, and William Shake- 
speare. At the suggestion of Dr. John 
Reynolds, the Puritan President of 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, King 
James I ordered that the work should 
be begun, and a strong committee 
of the leading Hebrew and Greek 
scholars of the day, about 50 in all, 
was formed. Their instructions were to 
take the Bishops’ Bible as their basis, 
to consult all earlier versions, espe- 
cially the Reims New Testament and 
the Geneva Bible, and to exclude all 
marginal notes, unless required to ex- 
plain some Hebrew or Greek word. 
The work, which began in 1607, took 
two years and nine months to prepare 
for the press. 

The King James Version is the last 
and best of the English revisions of 
the Reformation period. The rendering 
was good, clear, dignified, idiomatic, 
and suited to the people. Though ap- 
parently never officially authorized, it 
came to be called “The Authorized 
Version.” Its merits, however, were not 
everywhere appreciated at first. Some 


received it with cold indifference, and 
others with violent opposition. Many 
of quite different theological camps 
raised objections against the theology 
thought to be reflected in its renderings. 
Gradually, however, its intrinsic merits 
came to be acknowledged, and in 1662 
the Epistle and Gospel lessons in the 
Anglican Prayer Book were changed to 
conform to this translation. (The 
Psalter of the Prayer Book is still that 
of Coverdale’s text in the Great Bible 
of 1539). 

During subsequent centuries many 
changes, some major and some minor, 
were made in the King James Version. 
Except for pulpit Bibles, most print- 
ings of this version omit the 
Apocrypha. Furthermore, the current 
text differs considerably from the first 
edition of 1611 in punctuation, spell- 
ing, and the use of capital letters. 

Among English-speaking peoples for 
several centuries, the only new trans- 
lations or revisions were private ones. 
For example, both John Wesley, the 
founder of Methodism, and Alexander 
Campbell, the founder of the Disciples 
of Christ Church, published revisions 
of the New Testament (in numerous 
passages Campbell anticipated the 
renderings of the Revised Standard 
Version). 

The first Bible‘ to be printed in 
either North or South America was 
the missionary translation made by 
John Eliot for Indians living in eastern 
Massachusetts; the New Testament 
was published at Cambridge, Mass., in 
1661 and the whole Bible in 1663. The 
first Bible in a European language to 
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be printed in America was Luther’s 
German translation, which was pub- 
lished at Germantown, a suburb of 
Philadelphia, by an industrious and 
philanthropic printer and pharmacist 
named Christoph Saur. In the face of 
many difficulties and even outright op- 
position to his plan to print the Scrip- 
tures, Saur went ahead doggedly. He 
collected rags from the neighborhood 
housewives. and turned them over to 
the paper mill. He made ink from soot 
scraped from the chimneys of his 
friends. Because he had only a small 
amount of metal for type he could 
print only a limited number of pages 
at one time, and then had to recast the 
metal for other pages. Finally, in 1743, 
he issued the first of several editions 
of the now famous Saur German 
Bibles. Bibles in English could not, of 
course, be printed legally in the Col- 
onies, because the English crown held 
the copyright of the King James Ver- 
sion, and all copies had to be imported 
from England. The first Bible in Eng- 
lish to be published in America came 
from the press of Robert Aitken in 
Philadelphia in 1782. This Bible is of 
interest because it is the only printng 
of the Scriptures which the United 
States Congress recommended for use 
by the people of the United States. 

During the 19th century, however, 
an increasing number expressed dis- 
satisfaction with the so-called Author- 
ized Version. Those who advocated a 
revision pointed to the changes in Eng- 
lish usage since 1611, as well as to the 
acquisition of many New Testament 
manuscripts far older and better than 
those which formed the basis of the 
Textus Receptus. In 1870 the Convo- 
cation of Canterbury appointed a 
committee of revisers. They were in- 
structed “to introduce as few altera- 
tions as possible in the text of the 
Authorized Version, consistently with 
faithfulness” and “to limit, as far as 
possible, the expression of such altera- 
tions to the language of the Author- 
ized and earlier English versions.” 

Soon American scholars were in- 
vited to cooperate in the revision. It 
was agreed that the British revisers 
would give special consideration to all 
the proposals of the American revisers, 
and that those of importance which 
the British should decline to adopt 
were to be included in an Appendix to 
the Revision. 

In 1881 the Revised Version of the 
New Testament was published, and in 
1885 the Revised Version of the Old 
Testament appeared. The reception 
accorded the Revision was quite 
mixed; the first and prevailing im- 
pression was one of disappointment 
and disapproval, especially in England. 
The style appeared to be wooden, lack- 
ing the vitality of the King James Ver- 
sion. Many felt the force of Charles 
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H. Spurgeon’s terse appraisal of the 
Revised New Testament: “It is strong 
in Greek, weak in English.” Such a 
style was the inevitable result of the 
revisers’ policy of using, as far as 
practicable, the same English word or 
phrase for the same Hebrew or Greek. 
In following this procedure for the 
New Testament about 35,000 depar- 
tures were made from the King James 
Version, many of which were felt by 
the public to be unnecessary and an- 
noying. 

On the credit side, however, were 
several undoubted advantages. First of 
all, the Greek text that formed the 
basis of the New Testament transla- 
tion was an older and purer text 
than the traditional Textus Receptus. 
Secondly, acknowledged errors of 
translation were corrected in both Tes- 
taments. Thirdly, poetical passages in 
the Old Testament were printed in 
lines according to their original struc- 
ture. 

In 1901 the American proposals 
which had failed to win the approval 
of the British Committee, and which 
had been printed in the Appendix, 
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E. M. Blaiklock, noted Australian 
scholar and author, analyzes “Con- 
servatism, Liberalism and Neo- 
orthodoxy” for ETERNITY readers. 








were incorporated into the text itself, 
‘and the American Revised Version 
was published. In order to protect the 
purity of the version against unau- 
thorized changes, the revision was 
copyrighted, and thereafter called the 
American Standard Version. 

In 1929, after transfer of copyright, 
the American Standard Version was 
copyrighted by the International 
Council of Religious Education, a 
body related to 40 major Protes- 
tant denominations. That Council ap- 
pointed an American Standard Bible 
Committee of scholars from more than 
20 seminaries and universities to have 
charge of the text, and authorized it to 
undertake further revision if neces- 
sary. Such a revision seemed advisable. 

The members of the Committee 
were then charged to be no less strict 
in making an accurate translation than 
their immediate predecessors had been, 
but to seek to recover the simplicity, 
the directness, the literary beauty, and 
the spiritual power of the King James 
Version. 

The Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament was published in 
1946, and the complete Bible was is- 
sued in 1952. The Old Testament dif- 
fers from the 1901 American Stand- 
ard Version by returning to the King 
James usage of the word “Lorp” in- 
stead of “Jehovah” and in a somewhat 


more frequent adoption of variant 
readings supported by ancient versions 
(such as the Septuagint, Old Latin, 
Targums, and the like), as over against 
the Masoretic Hebrew text. Though 
Some have criticized the Revised 
Standard Version for what was sup- 
posed to be a liberal theology reflected 
in its translation, its rendering of Titus 
2:13 and II Peter 1:1 reflects a higher 
Christology than does the King James 
Version. The fact is that it was the dili- 
gent aim of the Committee of Revisers 
to prepare a version that would set 
forth the Word of God in language 
that is direct and plain and meaning- 
ful to people today. The Preface to 
the revision concludes with the sen- 
tence: “It is our hope and our earnest 
prayer that this Revised Standard Ver- 
sion of the Bible may be used by God 
to speak to men in these momentous 
times, and to help them to understand 
and believe and obey His Word.” 





EVOLUTION 
(Continued from page 12) 


term micro-evolution as used by some 
biologists for this phase of evolution 
may have some merit at this point 
but, as with most other facets of this 
whole problem area, there are no hard 
and fast rules for separating micro- 
evolution from macro-evolution. 

3. Inasmuch as creation is pri- 
marily concerned with the fact that 
“God created” in the past and evolu- 
tion is primarily concerned with what 
has been going on since, it appears 
possible to be a creationist in basic 
principle, accept evolution as a work- 
ing hypothesis for a particular prob- 
lem, and yet not be committed to 
theistic evolution. 

4. In discussions on these subjects 
among fellow Christians we should 
never lose sight of the fact that we 
know so little in this area that it is 
most important to be cautious, courte- 
ous, and charitable. It is equally im- 
portant to behave in this way before 
our non-Christian colleagues as all 
of us can learn much that they have 
to offer. True Christian behavior be- 
fore those with whom we do not agree 
will give us opportunities to explain 
the basic message of the Bible with 
much more conviction. 

5. Finally, we must always be will- 
ing to examine and alter our position 
in order to be as faithful as we know 
how to both God’s words and God’s 
works even though this may make us 
unpopular with our non-Christian col- 
leagues or with our Christian friends. 
Only as we are able to freely discuss 
these problems and constantly re-eval- 
uate our own position is any progress 


possible. 
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HOW TO KNOW 
(Continued from page 9) 


used for “belief” and “trust.” “God 
so loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whosoever 
stretcheth himself out on the Savior 
shall not perish but have everlasting 
life.” “Stretch yourself out on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be 
saved, and your house.” 

This is faith. It is turning away 
from everything of self and relying 
utterly upon all that Christ has done 
for you. If this has been your ex- 
perience, you may claim the promise 
that goes with resting in Christ. You 
have the right to say, “I am_ saved; 
I have been born again; I now possess 
eternal life.” You have that right be- 
cause God has given you the author- 
ity so to speak. 

On this point, the Greek language 
is very strong. Our English word 
power translates several different 
words from the original. From the 
word dunamis we get dynamo and 
dynamite; it carries the meaning of 
explosive power. This is used by Paul 
in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed 
of the gospel: it is the power of God 
for salvation to every one who has 
faith” (Rom. 1:16). From the Greek 
word kratos we get democrat, pluto- 
crat, aristocrat and other words de- 
noting rule. A third word, exousia, 
means authority. This is the word used 
in John 1:12, “To all who received 
him, who believed in his name, he 
gave power to become children of 
God.” 

This divine authority makes it pos- 
sible for the Christian to be bold in 
his claim to possess eternal life. Un- 
fortunately, positive language is not 
the vocabulary of many Christians. 
Their experience with Christ is, at 
best, a vague one. They have trusted 
Him with fingers crossed, and have 
closed their eyes for a leap in the 
dark, hoping that all will turn out 
well. Someone has gone so far as to 
say that faith is “gambling on God.” 
In the light of the Word of God, all 
this is foolishness. Faith is just the 
opposite of a gamble. Faith is reliance 
upon the Rock which cannot be moved. 
“God’s firm foundation stands, bear- 
ing this seal: ‘The Lord knows those 
who are His’ ” (II Tim. 2:19). 

A professional musician once told 
me that in a certain hymn which I 
like very much, there is a musical 
sequence that is not correct according 
to the laws of harmony. He said it 
was a very fine point and an error 
that frequently occurs in musical 
composition, and that few can dis- 
cern it unless they are well advanced 
in musical perception. But the mis- 
quotation from I John which I am 
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about to make is one every believer 
should detect at once. Yet some Chris- 
tians who have been church members 
for years do not find anything wrong 
with the following sentence: 

“These things have I written unto 
you that believe on the name of the 
Son of God; that ye may hope that 
ye will have eternal life.” How does 
that sentence sound to you? 

In the light of what the gospel 
truly is, such a misquotation is a 
slander on the very grace of God. 
Our God cannot do all that He has 
done for us in Christ, and then tell 
us that we may hope that someday 
in the future we shall have eternal 
life. This would shift the pivot of 
faith to the effort of the human heart, 
rather than the finished work of 
Christ. This is what Satan wants peo- 
ple to do, and we can say most cer- 
tainly that any teaching which denies 
the finality and completeness of sal- 
vation to those who trust in Christ 


COMING 


William Fitch of Toronto, Can- 
ada, begins a series of devo- 
tional studies on the Beatitudes. 








is an error that comes from Satan. 
Now, that error may be perpetuated 
in the guise of warning believers not 
to presume upon the grace of God. 
Nevertheless, it is satanic. 

In the Galatian churches some 
taught that a Christian can never be 
absolutely sure of salvation unless he 
continues to produce the conditions of 
faith which will permit God to keep 
him saved. So through the Apostle 
Paul the Holy Spirit wrote, “O fool- 
ish Galatians! Who has _betwitched 
you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 
was publicly portrayed as crucified? 
Let me ask you only this: Did you 
receive the Spirit by works of the 
law, or by hearing with faith? Are 
you so foolish? Having begun with 
the Spirit, are you now ending with 
the flesh?” (3:1-3). 

In other words, having been saved 
by receiving the life of God through 
absolute grace, are you so foolish as 
to think that God obliges you to keep 
yourselves saved? Even today the en- 
emies of grace cry, “You will be lost 
if you do not keep on fulfilling the 
conditions!” But God tells us through 
Paul that we “live by the faith of the 
Son of God” (Gal. 2:20). 

Yes, we who have trusted in Christ 
and have received His very life with 
its unending production of faith with- 
in us can claim the strong language 
of the New Testament for ouselves. 
Can anything surpass the assurance 
of Paul? “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he is 
able to keep that which I have com- 


mitted unto him against that day” 
(II Tim. 1:12). “There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus. . . . “I am sure 
that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 
nor principalities, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else 
in all creation, will be able to sep- 
arate us from the love of God in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:1, 
38, 39). 

Every believer in Jesus Christ has 
the right to describe his experience 
in language just as strong. This is not 
pride or presumption. Is it presump- 
tuous to believe God? No, rather it 
is the height of arrogance to doubt 
Him. The Word goes even farther and 


expresses it in even stronger terms,#for, 


again in John’s First Epistle we read, 
“He who does not believe God, has 
made him a liar, because He has not 
believed in the testimony that God 
has borne to his Son. And this is the 
testimony, that God gave us eternal 
life, and this life is in his Son” (5: 
10, 11). 

When the Lord Jesus died on the 
cross, He said, “It is finished;” and 
those words sealed our salvation for- 
ever. Now, so long as the Lord Jesus 
Christ is Jehovah God, made flesh 
in ortler to die in our place; and so 
long as the Bible is what He claims 
it to be—the very Word of God— 
then we are sure that nothing can 
separate us from His love, for one 
entire Epistle was written to assure 
us that we have eternal life. So I 
shall continue to say, “I know that 
I have eternal life.” Any doubt about 
it is an aspersion upon the truthful- 
ness of God. 

God cannot lie and He does not 
lie when He says that He has given 
eternal life to all who trust His Son. 
He has promised us nothing short of 
eternal life. Romans 11:29 tells us, 
“The gifts and the call of God are 
irrevocable.” What kind of life, then, 
does God say He has given to us? 
He says it is eternal life, and He 
makes the promise clear and sure, 
like a carpenter who turns a_ board 
over and clinches the nail on the other 
side: “My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me; 
and I give them eternal life, and they. 
shall never perish, and no one shall 
snatch them out of my hand” (John 
10:27, 28). 

The life that God has given us is 
the life of His Son. All whom He 
has called He has also justified; all 
whom He has justified He counts as 
already glorified. God never begins 
anything that He does not complete, 
for He tells us, “He who began a 
good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ” 
(Phil. 1:6). 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





FALSE TRANSLATION 


How an Error Crept In 


How does a false translation creep 
into modern versions of Scripture? 
Here is one example from Judges 5: 


14 (KJV) which reads, “Out of Zebu-- 


lon they that handle the pen of the 
writer.” 

In the late 19th century there arose 
a conflict between archaeologists and 
higher critics. The critics held that 
writing had not been invented at the 
time of the Judges and that pens had 
not been discovered. Therefore they 
arbitrarily changed the meaning to 
fit their theory. The English ‘Revision 
and the American Standard (1901) 
read, “They that handle the marshal’s 
staff.” This translation ‘has been ac- 
cepted by the Jewish Publication So- 
ciety in their excellent version, and 
is found in the Roman Catholic Con- 
fraternity edition, the new Jerusalem 
Bible in French as well as in the Re- 
vised Standard Version. 

But back in 1895 Professor Sayce 
in his The Higher Criticism and the 
Monuments defended the old version 
as the only possible translation of the 
Hebrew. Every scholar now -knows 
that the critics were wrong in their 
theory about pens and writing. Pens 
and writing existed several hundred 
years before the time of the Judges. 
But in coming to the fact, scholars 
did not come back to the Hebrew. 
Criticism contradicts its own primary 
tule of interpreting the words of the 
text in accordance with their natural 
and ordinary signification. 

Sayce says, “The word sopher 
means scribe and never means mar- 
shall. This defines the word shebhet 
or rod, with which it is conjoined. 
What is meant by the rod of the 
scribe is made clear by the Assyrian 
monuments. It was the stylus of wood 
or metal, with the help of which the 
clay tablet.was engraved or the papy- 
Tus inscribed with characters.” 

It is unfortunate that the modern 
groups of translators do not include 
someone who, in addition to a com- 
petent knowledge of Hebrew and 
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‘ the sidewalk ordinance 


again: “It was worth it.” 


Greek, has a competent knowledge of 
history and of biblical theology to 
catch mistakes such as this. (DGB) 


Evangelism Conviction Reversed 


When Fult Baker of Cleveland, 
Ohio was holding a street meeting last 
August, police, arrested him and hus- 
tled him off to jail, where ,he spent the 
night. Later, when he was tried and 
found guilty on the charge of violating 
the city’s sidewalk ordinance, he ap- 
pealed the case. 

In May, the Court of Appeals ruled 
unconstitu- 
tional and reversed Baker’ conviction. 
The judges stated that the unconstitu- 
tional ordinance could “permit the ar- 
rest of two or more friends or relatives 
found conversing on the sidewalk be- 
fore or after church.” 

Baker’s comment after winning the 
right to preach on the sidewalks 


Burying the Hatchet 


After twelve years of hatred and 
killings, two tribes in Mindanao, 
Philippines, recently “buried the 
hatchet” and became friendly neigh- 
brs, because of a new church which 
stands on a mountain range between 
them. 

Since 1947, people from both tribes 
were afraid to leave their houses after 
dark or before daybreak. Many lives 
—including children—were lost. It 
seemed that nothing could reconcile 
them. 

But in January, 1959, a Bilaan Mis- 
sion Church of the United Church of 
Christ in the Philippines was con- 
structed between them. One tribe soon 
forsook their evil practices and pro- 
fessed to follow Christ. Soon, they 
sought the friendship of their bitter 
enemies. The result was a- fellowship 
feast. Instead of butchering one an- 
other, they butchered 18 pigs, three 
dozen chickens and cooked 875 pounds 
of rice. 


Though young in Christ, they have 
already learned the truth of “Blessed 
are the peacemakers.” 


Annual Convention Time Again 


Meeting in Jacksonville, Fla., the 
100th General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S. (Southern) voted - 
against going on record in opposition 
to the election of a Roman Catholic 
President; 2) urged their synods and 
presbyteries to integrate white educa- 
tional institutions “with decisiveness - 
and dispatch”; 3) reported a 1.8% 
gain in membership since the previous 
year. 

Meanwhile in Denver, meeting for 
their quadrennial General Conference, 
the Methodist Church 1) wiped out 
the necessity of judging a divorced 
person either guilty or innocent before 
considering his fitness for remarriage; 
2) continued the pledge for ministerial 
candidates to abstain from use of to- 
bacco; 3) reported a 1.5% gain in 
membership since the previous year, 
bringing their total membership to 
over 9.8 million. 


The Spy Plane and Ethics 


Nikita Khrushchev used the down-* 
ing of the American “spy plane” over - 
Soviet territory as an opportunity for 
another pointed jibe against religion. 

“As one -read numerous comments 


_ and statements by foreign diplomats 


and journalists about. this incident,” he 
said, “one cannot help wondering what 
kind of morality these men are guided 
by. For they count themselves as 
Christians and believers.” 

“They, believers, accuse us of athe- 
ism. If such people really believe in 
God, they would be afraid of hell, 
where they inevitably would end be- 
cause, according to the teachings of 
Christ, they will have to boil in tar in 
hell eternally for their foul deeds 
against peace and mankind. 

“No,” Khrushchev cried, “it is not 
Christian ethics that these people 
preach. They preach the ethics of the 
bourgeois world which knows nothing 
sacred.” 


Burma Builds up for Buddhism 


Just as he promised during his cam- 
paign for election, Burma’s new Prime 
Minister U Nu has put in motion a 
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program to make Buddhism the state 
religion. 

Former Chief Justice U Thein 
Maung has been appointed head of an 
Advisory Commission which will visit 
more than 40 towns throughout the 
nation to interview leaders of Chris- 
tian, Hindu, and Islamic communities 
as well as Buddhist leaders and legal 
experts before making a report to the 
government. 

Via these interviews, minority 
groups can freely express their opin- 
ions on the move toward Buddhism. 
The government promises that none 
of the religious rights of various groups 
will be infringed by any action re- 
quired to make Buddhism the state re- 
ligion. 


God in a Coma 


George Baker, alias Frederick De- 
voe and better known as Father Di- 
vine, was admitted recently to Bryn 
Mawr (Pa.) Hospital in a diabetic 
coma. 

“Father Divine,” 80, has built a 
multi-million dollar organization on 
the delusion that he is God incarnate. 
He has stated that he is immortal and 
thereby immune to physical decay. But 
his recent illness reveals that sweet- 
Ness can af times be an embarrass- 
ment. 

Some day George Baker will die, 
some day his cult will disintegrate and 
the little man who liked to play -at 
God will meet the Great’ God and our 
Savior Jesus Christ. We can only hope 
that before that dreadful day he will 
repent of his multi-blasphemies and 
seek forgiveness of the Lord of Glory 
for it is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. (WRM) 


Graham Goes to Europe 


After completing a one-week cru- 
sade in Washington’s _ Griffith’s 
Stadium in June, Evangelist Billy 
Graham will look forward to crusades 
in Switzerland during August and in 
Germany during September. The Ger- 
many crusade will be climaxed with a 
week of meetings in Berlin. 
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MEASURING 
(Continued from page 7) 


life.” Isn’t this the reason why the 
results of prayer in our life are often 
so poor? We have measured in ad- 
vance these results with the measure 
of our own limited expectations, traced 
a circle, and said to God: “You will 
confine yourself within this circle 
when you answer our prayer.” We 
came to God with our prayer, we pre- 
sented to Him our plans, and have 
tried to keep to ourselves the initia- 
tive in connection with the content 
of His answer. We have prayed but 
waited for no answer to our prayer 
or rather expected only one specific 
answer. We have prayed, but excluded 
the possibility of miracles in our life, 
We failed to consider that God is 
able, in answering our prayer, to do, 
“exceeding abundantly above all that 
we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). 

It is true that there is often a great 
and fatal misunderstanding at the very 
basis of our conception of prayer. 
Neither the place which prayer should 
occupy in our life nor the purpose 
which it is supposed to serve is very 
clear in our minds. When we think 
of prayer, we form a picture in our 
mindg of a long list of petitions which 
we have the opportunity to bring be- 
fore God, and for which we ‘should 
strive by all means ‘to gain His ap- 
proval. In reality the purpose which 
prayer aims to achieve is totally. diff- 
erent. - Prayer isan opportunity in- 
deed; ‘but not.an opportunity to try 
and persuade God to adopt our plans. 
This would prove to be exceedingly 
dangerous for ourselves-.as well as 
for other people. It is an opportunity 
for us to place our plans and our en- 
tire life in the light of God’s will, in 
order that we may be able to see and 
embrace His wise plan for us. 

So then, when we pray, let us break 
our own measures, let us discard the 
narrow framework of our own plans 
and poor anticipations and ask God 
to show us the measure of His own 
plans. 


“Whither goest thou with the meas- 
uring line in thy hand?” 

“I go to measure heaven.” If heaven 
is the true life; if, awaiting us beyond 
the grave is a life, wide, rich and 
beautiful; a life which will restitute 
every injustice, obliterate all ugliness, 
wipe away all tears from the believer's 
eyes and fill his heart with the light 
and peace of God’s immediate pres- 
ence; if such is to be the life im 
heaven, then we would like to cast 
a brief look at it while we are still 
living here. below. A glimpse of the 
life in heaven would make such a 
dfference to our present life here on 
earth! And so we start with our small 
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measures to try and measure heaven. 
But how can we possibly measure it? 

We are obliged to use our small hu- 
man measures, again, in order to realize 
once more how inadequate these 
measures are. John had a vision of 
heaven and in the book of Revelation 
he attempted to impart to us its splen- 
dor and its beauty. He spoke of streets 
of gold, of pearly gates and crystal 
streams. 

Will such be heaven? Are its golden 
streets to be our happiness? Will gold, 
which has so often been the source 
of our unhappiness here below, chase 
us up there too? Certainly not! All 
these are mere symbols. They are 
simply pictures taken from the world 
of man and within his comprehension. 
John tried to express the inexpressible 
and of necessity made use of our 
own means of expression. He tried 
to measure the immeasurables and of 
necessity made use of our own earthly 
measures. 

It is not through heaven’s fault 
that we visualize it with golden streets; 
the blame is on our own limited 
minds. Heaven will be infinitely more 
splendid and beautiful. And there is 
another who visited heaven, and 
brought to us his impression. He spoke 
to us, tried to tell us of things which 
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart 
of man, the things which God hath 
prepared for them that love Him.” 
(I Cor. 2:9). We are unable to meas- 
ure the beauty of heaven by means 
of human measures. But God grant 
that we may all enjoy it. 

And when we find ourselves there, 
in God’s immediate presence, we will 
break once for all the human measures 
which told us only half truths here 
below. We will rejoice in the love of 
God, which has no measure, and the 
teal life which has no bounds. 





JUVENILE DELINQUENCY 
(Continued from page 19) 


of other young in the faith. The in- 
dividual is troubled with doubts. He 
faces crucial decisions. He bumps into 
temptations which he has not learned 
to handle. The support of fellow 
Christians should be available to him. 
Their needs are similar. Some have 
already solved his problem. There is 
a sharing of misgivings and fears, but 
also of faith and joy. 

This calls for a vital youth pro- 
gram, one that strikes beneath a rou- 
tine organization with its handful of 
faithful participants. Its discussions 
must reach into real life. The young 
people themselves lead the group. Their 
worship is heartfelt and genuine. 
Their service projects are more than 
unimaginative chores or sentimental 
gestures. The recreation is creative 
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If you are interested in security and peace of mind .. . an assured, 
generous income for life . . . plus a share in training young people 
for fruitful, Christian lives and service — you'll be interested in 
the Wheaton College Annuity Investment Plan. It 
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Tomorrows, explaining the plan. 
Dept. E70 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Please send me a copy of Pleasant Tomor- 
rows, booklet explaining Annuity Plan in ae 











Name Age. WHEATON ANNUITIES 
aden PROMPT AND SURE—HAVEN'T MISSED 
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Go To A Bible Believing Church 





WASHINGTON, D. C. 





WHEN IN. THE NATION’S CAPITAL, VISIT 
GRACE BAPTIST CHURCH 
9th and South Carolina Ave., S.E. 
(At Pennsylvania Ave.) 


DR. MARTIN F. CLOUGH, Pastor 
Sunday Services 11:00 A.M. and 7:45 P.M. 
WHERE THE OLD FASHIONED GOSPEL 
IS. PREACHED 








PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





TENTH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
17th and Spruce Streets 
Convenient down-town location 
Minister 
Donald Grey Barnhouse 


“Unto Him that loved us, and veer eg us 
from our sins in His own blood 











SAVANNAH CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
Route 1, Box 6-J . Savannah, Georgia 
A Christ-centered curriculum re‘ a 

agers “how to live’ as well as “how 

make a living”. WRITE FOR BULLETIN. “We 

ry have a junior department for grades 

4-8.) ’ 








Beautiful Campus—Modern Dormitories 














Your gifts to the ETerRNity Gift Fund 
permit national pastors in faraway lands 
to receive the magazine. 


CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
Immediate Openings! 

Leading independent publisher of 
Sunday School materials offers unusual 
opportunities for trained, experienced 
executive-type young men. 

Advertising Assistant — Opportunity 
for a young man (or woman) seeking 
advertising administrative position. Must 
be willing to come up through the crea- 
tive route. Must have real flair for writ- 
ing copy that sparkles—and sells. Must 
like to plan and create direct mail litera- 
ture; be a sound thinker and planner. 

Budgets, Systems and Procedures 
Manager—Training and experience nec- 
essary: Must be able to design, set up 
and administer a budget control pro- 
gram under supervision of Controller. 

Firm has excellent wage-salary plan 
and fringe benefit program. Located in 
beautiful new plant in Chicago suburb. 
College graduates with a knowledge of 
printing, publishing and the graphic arts 
would be at a distinct advantage. Also 
my attractive openings. Write for de- 
tails. 

Applicants brought up in the Sunday 
School and who otherwise qualify are 
preferred. Give age, education, experi- 
ence, references, and earnings expected 
in first letter. All replies held in strict 
confidence. Write WF-760, Eternity, 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, 
Pennsylvania. 
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and tailored for the group. It is un- 
ashamedly Christian—but in terms of 
the young people themselves. 

Such a program does not exist in a 
vacuum. Behind the scenes are many 
interested members of the congrega- 
tion. A good youth group needs 
leaders who are imaginative and de- 
dicated. It needs the: support of the 
entire congregation in the use of the 
church’s facilities. The program needs 
ongoing interpretation to the entire 
congregation. 

Young people should also be inte- 
grated into the whole life of the con- 
gregation. They need some time with 
those of their own age, but they also 
need the broader contacts with the 
entire church. In a day in which life 
is segmented according to age, sex, 
and special interests, the church must 
preserve a balance. Young people are 
a vital part of the worshiping con- 
gregation, not just spectators. 

8. The church must accept and for- 
give. In its outreach the church even- 
tually will make contact with young- 
sters who are borderline delinquents 
or who have already been in trouble. 
The members of the church must ac- 
cept them in.love and with trust. A 
youngster who has “been around” will 
sense quickly the polite suspicion 
with which he is greeted in many 
churches. The delinquent often is dis- 
trustful of friendliness. He is led to 
test the seeming love showed him in 
a church by violating the trust which 
the group has placed in him. The 
testing seems to ask, “Do you really 
love and accept me—as I am—or has 
all of this been a sentimental front 
which will now collapse?” Welfare 
agencies have discovered that this is 
the crucial period. At this point the 
youngster either moves on toward his 
“redemption,” or he is cast back into 
the pit. Churches are less likely to 
forgive “seven times” than are many 
purely secular agencies. The church 
must know a “healing approach.” 

9. Finally, the church must pray. 
In all areas of life the Christian says 
that we must look to the Cross. But 
we often gaze from the wrong cross! 
We look to the Savior only for what 
He can give us. “If Thou be the 
Christ, save us,” we still cry defiantly. 
As we face the radical evil of our 
day and note its impress on our lives, 
we must rather pray “Remember me 

-’—and remember these our chil- 
dren! And He who transformed the 
Cross into the symbol of faith does 
remember us! 


The article is reprinted from “The 
Church’s Ministry to Youth in Trouble,” 
Pamphlet No. 6 in the Lutheran Round 
Table series, published by Concordia Press. 
Both the article and the accompanying 
artwork are reprinted by permission. 


NEPAL 
(Continued from page 15) 


vited to address their great Maramon 
Convention, with its crowds of up to 
50,000 people; and soon the ministry 
of the Word of God began to result ip 
a constraining compassion to go with 
the missionary message. 

Today there is a church—a mission. 
ary church—established in the heart of 
Kathmandu by the Mar Thoma group. 
The four young men who traveled all 
the way (some 1300 miles on foot) 
from South India to Nepal to estab. 
lish this little church did so at great 
personal sacrifice, but today it has 
some 60 members and stands as a light 
for Christ in the midst of the complex 
darkness which is religious Nepal. 

On this trip Dr. Rees and I have had 
the privilege of ministering to this lit- 
tle band. With a thrill and blessing it 
was to meet with them in their little 
“Upper Room” sanctuary—to bow 
with them in prayer, to lift our voices 
with theirs in singing some of the 
great hymns of the Church, and then 
to encourage them with brief mes- 
sages from the Scriptures. 

But all of this is not to imply for a 
moment that all the missionary ad- 
vancg in Nepal is confined to the heart 
of the Vale of Kathmandu. 

I have just returned from a visit to 
the city of Pokhara . . . and also from 
one of the great spiritual experiences 
of my life. 

Nepal has been so completely closed 
—so accurately described as the “For- 
bidden Land”—that King Mahendra 
(the present sovereign) encountered 
all kinds of opposition a few years ago 
when he ventured the unheard-of-sug- 
gestion that he should try to visit all 
the remote stretches of his land. When 
he finally made the trip, in December, 
1956 and May, 1957, it was the first 
time any Nepalese monarch had ever 
done so. 

But it was four years prior to that 
—in 1952—that six valiant British 
women missionaries of the Nepal 
Evangelistic Band walked for eight 
days to reach this isolated city which 
is 40 minutes by air from Kathmandu; 
and three of them remain to this day. 
Here they operate a hospital and lepro- 
sarium in an area so untamed that only 
a few hours before we arrived a leo- 
pard had killed a dog just a few yards 
from their mud-hut dwellings. The 
hospital, with a missionary staff now 
of six (five women and one man) [ast 
year treated 24,000 patients; and the 
leprosarium, “manned” by two women, 
has 30 patients and is seeing amazing 
results to its use of Sulfratone. 

Although the strict governmental 
regulations under which they operate 
prohibit outside evangelism as such, 
they are allowed to maintain a Chris- 
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tian ministry within the hospital—and 
out of this has grown a church which, 
under the faithful ministry of Pastor 
David, a Nepali Christian, has some 
38 baptized believers. 

These faithful missionaries, buried 
in this remote corner of the world, 
living in mud-huts which (while ex- 
ceptionally neat and tidy) are about 
like the homes of the poorest Nepalese, 
constitute one of the greatest examples 
of missionary heroism I have ever 
seen. And, they are making a deep im- 
pression for Christ in their area. 

Not long after their simple little 
aluminum quonset buildings were con- 
structed, some Nepali people came 
from a mountain over a day’s journey 
away. (Pokhara is located in a valley 
which commands a breath-taking view 
of the high Himalayas. It is said that 
the entire mountain panorama to be 
seen covers a magnificent sweep of 
250 miles with 23 peaks over 25,000 
feet high.) “We have seen the shining 
buildings,” said these people, “and 
have come to see what they are.” 

The name has stuck, and so today 
the hospital is known as “The Shin- 
ing Hospital:” 

And shining it is—for the glory of 
Christ! 

Here and there, throughout this still 
largely impenetrable land, one hears 
of other ministries for Christ—un- 
known, unsung, but faithfully pursued. 
In a 5,000 square mile district of 
Eastern Nepal, for example, there is 
one clinic to serve an_ estimated 
30,000 people. As young Jim Pattison 
dispenses his medicines, along with 
them he gives forth his personal testi- 
mony of faith in Christ. When asked, 
as he often is, why he has come to this 
remote spot, Jim tells of the constrain- 
ing love of Christ that prompts him to 
help those in need. While he cannot 
operate a church as such, he does have 
a Bible class with seven students along 
with his ministry of personal witness 
to the many who come each day to his 
clinic-dispensary. An Anglo-Nepali, he 
is a .missionary of the Old Church 
Mission (Anglican) of Calcutta. 

In the southern part of Nepal, in 
Butwol, the National Missionary So- 
ciety of India has the beginnings of a 
ministry with a Nepalese couple and 
two workers from South India (the 
unusual combination of one from the 
Mar Thoma group and another from 
the Jacobites—churches which separ- 
ated many years ago). 

And back in the immediate Kath- 
mandu area, there are two other con- 


gregations in addition to the Mar 
Thoma work. 
Missionary Oliver, leader of the 


United Mission to Nepal, stresses that 

these new congregations are basically 

Nepalese, that “the Church of Nepal 
(Continued on page 40) 


July 1960 








JOIN the “Greatest Business 
in the World” . . . re susiness oF 


INFLUENCING CHRISTIAN HOMES! 


CAN EARN $12,000 A YEAR IN WORD 





RECORDS’ Audio Library Program** 


Se 


Even PART-TIME Representatives can earn $100.00 a week! 


This figure falls far short of the top earnings in the Program. Some men earn as much as $25,000 to 


$60,000 a year. 


The Audio Library Program is attracting suc- 
cessful Christians from all walks of life by the 
hundreds! Each ‘of these men have turned to 
the Program because for the- first time they 
know that they are performing a vital Chris- 
tian ministry while amply providing for their 
families. 

YOU, and you ALONE, need to answer just 
this ONE simple question — IS THERE ANY- 
THING MORE IMPORTANT THAN PLACING 
CHRIST’S ETERNAL MESSAGE IN THE HOMES 


OF YOUR COMMUNITY? If you honestly feel 
that you want to perform such a needed serv- 
ice then the next logical step is to join the 
company that is’ performing this ministry 
across the 50 states and Canada. 

The Word Audio Library Program deserves 
your most careful consideration as a life-time 
ministry. Never before has there been such a 
golden opportunity to combine a necessary 
service to mankind and satisfy your financial 
requirements at the same time! 





DO YOU PRESENTLY FIT INTO ONE OF 
THESE ‘‘UNFORTUNATE’’ CATEGORIES? 


e@ Has the high cost of living forced you into 
a lesser profession after you prepared your- 
self for fulltime Christian endeavor? 


e Do you represent a product, company or 
service that you can’t honestly and com- 
pletely believe in? 


@ Are you convinced that you could serve 
Christ and your fellow man in some other 
capacity much better? 


@ Have you reached a “plateau” in your pres- 
ent job? 


90% OF THE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL MEN OF 
OUR PROGRAM FIT INTO ONE OF THESE 
CATEGORIES PRIOR TO JOINING US! 


Read What Some of the Christians in the 
AUDIO LIBRARY PROGRAM Think of Their 
Profession! 
“I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to be 
a part of an organization of such fine Christian 
integrity.” E. EuGENE CAMPBELL, Age 33 
“This truly is the greatest business in the world! 
It has completely changed and transformed my 
life.” Dick SEATON, Age 23 
“Other than my family and my conversion, 20 
other force has so changed my life as has this 
tremendous Program. It has made itself felt in 
every phase of my life — spiritually, socially, 
personally and financially.” 

Wayne Puirpott, Age 31 
“In the few months we have been a part of the 
Audio Library Program, my wife and I have 
been blessed spiritually and financially to a 
degree we previously had imagined was years 
away.” CHaRLES BisBeE, Age 25 


THERE'S A PLACE FOR YOU IN THE AUDIO LIBRARY PROGRAM! 





FILL OUT THE COUPON) a 
AND MAIL IT TODAY! PAUL J. MEYER, National Sales Director 
(All replies will remain confidential) AUDIO LIBRARY PROGRAM 

P. O. 1790, Waco, Texas E-7 


LIMITED NUMBER OF ALP 
DISTRIBUTORSHIPS OPEN! 


Aside from the marvelous minis- 
try for representatives in the 
Audio Library Program, there are 
a few Distributorships available for 
those qualifying. You must know 





Dear Mr. Meyer: 

You have given me reason to stop and think about my life 
and my work. | believe that | would like to know more about 
a true Christian field where | can be of service to mankind 
and at the same tim@ provide handsomely for myself and my 
family. Please send me full information on this Program you 
call *‘The Greatest Business in the World."’ 











how, or have the willingness to NAME 
learn, to train and manage a sales 
force. You must also be capable ADDRESS. 
of sound business practices and be 

CITY. 


STATE 





an active Christian. Write to Paul 
J. Meyer, National Sales Director, 
Audio Library Program, Box 1790, 


Po 


1 would be more interested in ([] Full Time Work [(} Part Time 
Work (Please check one). 








Waco, Texas. 
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CHRISTIAN FAITH RECORD CLUB 


Box 518, Reseda, California 

register me as a member of the Christian | 
Faith Record Club and send me the four albums 
| have listed below, for which | will pay $3.98 
when billed. 1 agree to buy four other albums | 
offered by the Club within the next year, for each 
of which | will be billed at the manufacturer's 
nationally advertised price, usually $3.98, at times | 
= (plus a small charge for postage and han- 

ing). 
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“amy where”? 


It’s a book that goes anywhere, 
anytime—where and whenever people 
gather informally to sing. 

It contains hymns and choruses— 
some printed here for the first time. 

It contains sacred and secular 
rounds, graces, and your favorite 
Spirituals with new musical settings 
made just for this book. 

It contains camp and folk songs— 
ancient and modern. 

You'll want “anywhere” Songs at 
camp, on campus, at home. Just 
$1.00 for approximately 96 pages of 
exciting singing. 

See your bookstore or write 

Inter-Varsity Press 
1519 North Astor 
Chicago 10, Illinois 

















CHORAL 


The Unknown Century of American 
Classical Music (1760-1860)—Vol. I 
Arias, anthems and chorales of the 
American Moravians. Ilona Kombrink, 
soprano; Aurelio Estanislao, baritone; 
The Moravian Festival Chorus and Or- 
chestra under Thor Johnson. Columbia 
Masterworks Monauraul. ML-5427, 
$4.98; Stereo MS-6102, $5.98. 

It Is a Precious Thing (Peter); I Will Go in 
the Strength of the Lord (Herbst); Go, Con- 
gregation, Go! and Surely He Has Borne Our 
Griefs (Antes); What Splendid Rays of Truth 
and Grace and O Deepest Grief (Antes); 
Hearken! Stay Close to Jesus Christ (Michael). 
Side two: Loveliest Immanuel (Antes); O Sacred 
Head (Arr. Herbst); The Lord Is in His Holy 
Temple (Peter); Hosanna (Leinbach). 

It is not often that I find myself at 
a loss for words, but this record is so 
beautiful and so deeply moving that any 
praise I might give it would be utterly 
inadequate. 

Musicians both in this country and 
abroad are beginning to realize that 
there is a vast musical treasure, until 
recently unknown, of early American 
music. Of particular interest to Chris- 
tians is the fact that a great deal of this 
music was written by members of the 
Moravian Church, the oldest continuing 
Protestant denomination. Music was, 
and is, an integral part of the lives of 
Moravians, and in their services of wor- 
ship music has always held a place of 
importance. Indeed, so important is 
music in the Moravian tradition that 
every service might seem to an outsider 
like a “special musical service”—hate- 
ful term! 

But music to Moravians is not “spe- 
cial” in the commonly understood sense 
of that word. It is not a preliminary to 
be gotten over with before the really 
serious business of preaching begins. 
It is a vital part of the worship of 
Almighty God, and every note played 
on the organ and other instruments, 
every note sung by choir and soloists, 
every note of every hymn sung by the 
congregation, is just as much praise and 
prayer as the words spoken by the min- 
ister. The music does not usurp the place 
of the preaching and teaching ministry. 
But neither does the preacher look upon 
the music as a sort of unimportant 
“added attraction.” Both have their 
rightful place, and the result is tre- 
mendous. 

May I invite any readers who are 
interested in observing Moravian tradi- 
tion in action to drop in some Sunday 
at Central Moravian Church in Beth- 
lehem, Pa., where I have the privilege of 
serving as organist and choirmaster. 
After a lifetime spent in serving vari- 
ous denominations I feel as if I have 
“come home” now. It is wonderful to 


RECORD REVIEWS 


by Robert Elmore 


make music in a church where the 
music is not thought of as an interrup- 
tion but, rather, as an act of worship. 

Some of the roots of this tradition 
can be heard on this Columbia record, 
The soloists are excellent, as are chorus 
and orchestra, and the knowing and 
dedicated direction of the distinguished 
American conductor, Thor Johnson, 
himself a Moravian, could not be im- 
proved upon. An important part of this 
album is the excellent preface written 
by Donald McCorkle, director of the 
Moravian Music Foundation, which 
should be required reading for anyone 
interested in church music. Dr. Mc- 
Corkle’s informative notes on each 
piece presented, and the excellent pic- 
tures round out a major contribution to 
recorded music. Everyone connected 
with this release should be thanked 
heartily and I, for one, look forward 
eagerly to Volume II. If you don’t buy 
another record this year, at least get 
this one. 

a 


Temple Time Choir. Abide With Me. 
Ralph Nielsen, Director. Zondervan 
LP-551, $3.98. 

O for a Thousand Tongues; Springs of Living 
Water; God’s Word Shall Stand; He Cares; 
Abide With Me; Unto Thee All Praise Be Given, 
Side two: Hallelujah for the Cross; Rock of 
Ages; | Walked Into the Sunrise; In the Great 
Tomorrow; That Day at Calvary; So Send I 
You. 

A virtuoso choral ensemble, com- 
posed of some of the finest singers in 
the Chicago area, is heard here in a 
program of miscellaneous hymns and 
songs. Diction, tone quality, and phras- 
ing are excellent. If you desire a record- 
ing of any of the songs listed, you could 
hardly ever find them better done than 
here. 


INSTRUMENTAL 


Bach: Organ Works . . . Finn Videro 
at the organ of St. Johannis, Vejle, 
Denmark. Vanguard—Bach Guild BG- 
580, $4.98. 
Prelude and Fugue in C Minor; (Peters Il, 6); 
Prelude and Fugue in C Major (Peters Il, 7). 
Side two: Fantasia in C Minor (Peters IV, 12); 
Toccata and Fugue in F Major (Peters Il, 2). 
Four organ works of Bach are heard 
to advantage here as played by the 
well-known Danish organist, Finn Vi- 
dero. The sound of the organ used is 
clear and brilliant, perfect for the pro- 
jection of the contrapuntal lines of the 
music. Videro’s playing is clean and 
solid and a bit on the severe side. But 
how perfectly the music speaks when 
given this rather stern treatment! These 
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are magnificent performances of four 
at masterworks. 

Some of our American organists may 
achieve more dazzling brilliance in per- 
forming such a piece as the great F 
Major Toccata, but Videro’s rock-solid 
thythm and majestic style are not to be 
lightly dismissed. The important thing 
js that the music is great enough to 
take both types of interpretation. 

I highly recommend this record if 
you are willing to listen to it. I mean 
really listen. Many people like to stack 
a pile of discs on the record changer, 
start the turntable, turn the volume 
down to a murmur, and just let the 
sound ooze on for hours on end, not 
really listening or caring about what 
is being played. If you are thinking of 
doing that with this one, don’t. 

This is not “soothing” organ music. 
It is stern, severe, and uncompromising, 
and you will have to work hard as you 
listen to get anything out of it. This 
music does not give all its treasures in 
one hearing. You will no more exhaust 
this music in years of listening to it 
than I have in years of playing it. 

Sometimes I think we draw an arbi- 
trary line between what we are pleased 
to call sacred and secular music. Bach’s 
music, whether coupled with a sacred 
text or not, was all truly sacred, for 
every note he wrote was written as unto 
the Lord. And these towering master- 
pieces, with their brilliantly conceived 
and executed architectural patterns, 
show forth the glory and grandeur of 
God in a very real and noble way. 


VOCAL 


His Eye Is on the Sparrow. Ethel Waters 
with the Paul Mickelson Orchestra and 
Choir. Word-3100-LP. $3.98. 


His Eye Is on the Sparrow; Gospel Medley; Deep 
River; In His Care; Just a Closer Walk With 
Thee; I Just Can’t Stay Here by Myself; 
Mammy. Side two: Nobody Knows the Trouble 
I See; Joy to My Soul; Stand by Me; When the 
Trumpet Sounds; Crucifixion; I Do, Don’t You? 
—Partners With God. 

Ethel Waters is not to be judged by 


New Record Service 


NOW YOU CAN BUY THE BEST IN CHRISTIAN RECORDINGS 


BY MAIL 


This Month’s Choice 


BACH: ORGAN WORKS. Finn Videro—St. Johannes, 
Veile Denmark. Prelude and Fugue in C Major; 
Prelude and Fugue in C Major; Fantasy in C Minor; 
Toccata and Fugue in F Major. Vanguard $4.98 
“Magnificent performance of four great master- 


works”’—Elmore 


A COMPLETE SERVICE 





WE CAN SUPPLY ALMOST ANY SACRED RECORD YOU DESIRE 





TEMPLE TIME CHOIR. 
Ralph Neilsen, direc- e 


ZLP-551 $3.98 « 


e Stereo 





RESPLENDENT ° 


HIS EYE IS ON THE 
SPARROW. Ethel Wa- 
tor. ters with Paul Mickel- 


son. 
Word-3100 





THE SCOTTISH FESTI- 


WHEATON COLLEGE. 
Centennial Album 
No. 2. 

Word-3101 $3.98 





FOR THE CHILDREN. 


the normal canons of music criticism, THEMES. Paul Mickel- VALS OF MALE VOICE The Evangelettes Trio. 
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and still be termed “singing.” But taken 
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“why should I listen to The Bible Study Hour?” 


Answer... 





IT WILL STRENGTHEN 
YOUR WORK 

AND WORSHIP 

IN YOUR CHURCH 


Whatever your place in your church 


..» the faithful, prayerful study 
of God’s Word will equip you to 
fill it better. 


Committee member . . . class presi- 
dent... minister... Bible 
teacher . . . Sunday school superin- 


tendent ... youth leader... member 


of the congregation... your 
work for Him grows, and. your 
worship of Him deepens, only as 
your knowledge of Him ~ 


increases. The verse-by-verse studies 


on The Bible Study Hour will 
help you increase that knowledge. 


hear Donald Grey Barnhouse 
and The Bible Study Hour 
Sundays on the National Broadcasting 


Company radio network and other stations. 


See your newspaper for time and station. 





NEPAL 
(Continued from page 37) 


is being formed without imposition 
from the outside.” 

The hospitals and their related min- 
istries of Christian social service are 
demonstrating the love of Christ in a 
practical and convincing way, opening 
hearts to the Gospel; and then the 
actual evangelistic outreach comes 
through the Church as an indigenous 
Nepalese institution. 

As may be seen from all this, the 
evangelical witness in Nepal is small 
and scattered. Against the backdrop of 
temples almost omnipresent, in a land 
where almost every act of daily life 
has some religious connection but 
where the Name of Christ has scarcely 
been heard, the tiny congregations of 
Nepal met in early January, 1960, to 
form the Nepal Christian Fellowship. 
Two representatives from each of 
Nepal’s seven local churches were 
present, and Pastor David from Pok- 
hara was elected to head the fledgling 
organization. 

This little | band—these _ tiny 
churches—need prayer support from 
their brethren all over the world. 

But who will pray for Nepal? We 
tend, usually to pray for those fields 
with which we have personal identifi- 
cation, where our own representatives 
minister. But the need in Nepal is so 
great, the task to gargantuan for the 
little handful of workers, that this 
country needs the prayer support of 
Christians everywhere. 

And prayer will make the difference. 
It has before, in Nepal. 

“The period of 1934 through 1937 
seems to have been a crucial period of 
preparation for many hearts in connec- 
tion with the opening of Nepal,” re- 
calls Oliver. He tells how he himself 
was a student at the time of the Janu- 
ary,- 1934 earthquake that rocked 
North Bihar and Nepal. The students 
were asked to pray for those in the 
disaster area; and young Oliver, pre- 
paring as he thought for missionary 
service in Africa, knelt with the others 
to remember this request. But even as 
he prayed, he testifies, “I knew Nepal 
was the place where God wanted me.” 

Many others at about the same time 
were hearing the small call, or at least 
developing a-prayer burden for this lit- 
tle land so tightly closed to the gos- 
pel. Around the world they prayed, as 
individuals as well as in groups: and 
Oliver sums it up: “The opening of the 
land was the fruit of the prayers of 
these people.” 

Perhaps today, when the door at 
last is open, there are those others 
around the world who will feel a simi- 
lar burden . . . who will pray for 
Nepal now in this its day of opportu- 
nity. 
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YOUR @ BY 
Questions DR. BARNHOUSE 


Answenep AND STAFF 


In this new department of ETERNITY Magazine, Dr. Barnhouse and the staff 
will answer questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the 
Christian life and walk. 


Question: Is it a sin to play cards and gamble within one’s means, or to take a 
cocktail to calm your nerves? 

Answer: I assume that the person asking this question is a Christian. To the un- 
converted person I would say that gambling and cocktails are not the primary 
problem or sin; your rejection of Jesus Christ is your major sin. All other evils 
are merely outgrowths of a sinful nature which is alien to God. 

However, assuming the inquirer is a Christian, I would ask one question: 
To whom does your money—or your time—belong? To yourself? Then gamble 
or waste your time all you want! But, if what you have is not yours, but the Lord’s, 
then you are a thief if you gamble with that which does not belong to you! “You 
are not your own: you were bought with a price. So glorify God . . .” (I Cor. 6: 
19, 20). f 

As for drinking cocktails to calm your nerves, this is the same as the man who 
smashes his alarm clock with a hammer, when its buzzer awakens him in the 
morning. Jittery nerves are only a symptom of some deeper trouble. “Calming” 
them with cocktails affords only temporary relief, if that! The proper thing to 
do is to get at the root of the trouble—a spiritual or moral problem. Only Jesus 
Christ can furnish genuine peace of mind. “Thou dost keep him in perfect peace, 
whose mind is stayed on thee, because he trusts in thee.” (Isa. 26:3) 


Question: Does the Bible teach that we must know the date, day and hour when 
we accepted Jesus Christ as Savior? 


Answer: No, certainly not! The big question is not when you came to Christ, but 
are you a child of God? Or, to put it another way: It is not important for me to 
know the exact moment I began to breathe, but I do know that I am alive and 
breathing now. I suppose there is a sense in which it is comforting to be able to 
point to the date, day and hour when we “accepted Christ as Savior.” But in many 
cases, this may lead to spiritual pride. It is far better to concentrate on the 
present: “Thank God I am alive in Christ. I may serve Him this day!” 


Question: Christ said that when we do good to other people, we are doing good 
to Him. Do you think God will condemn a man who never goes to church, and 
who seldom prays, but who devotes his life to helping his neighbors, visiting the 
sick, aiding the destitute and providing for the education of those who cannot 
afford it? 


Answer: God has clearly said that, whether a person is condemned or not, does 
not depend on their kind gestures and philanthropic works. It depends on their 
relationship to Jesus Christ! No one will ever come into the presence of God 
apart from personal, redeeming faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior (John 
14:6; Acts 4:12). 

All “works” which man calls good are not necessarily good in the sight of God. 
His standards are infinitely higher. Consequently, if a person were capable, from 
the moment of his birth till the moment of death, of performing absolutely perfect 
works, and living a perfect life, God would unquestionably take such a person to 
Heaven. For he would be perfect! But there are no perfect people, and even one 
sin is enough to condemn a person and ostracize him from the presence of God 
(James 2:10). . 

Since we believe that there will be degrees of punishment in hell, it is conceiv- 
able that the person you describe would be “punished with few stripes” because of 
his generosity and humanitarian gestures, while some base criminal would be 
“punished with many ‘stripes” (Luke 12:47, 48). But, because he rejected Jesus 
Christ, he could not get into. heaven, since Christ is the only way for an imperfect 
humanity to enter the presence of God. 
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DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


Redemption 


“Because God offers salvation full and free, 
some men have the idea that it is cheap. It 
seems to be a truism that men do not appre- 
ciate that which costs them nothing. So there 
are undoubtedly those who pass by the gra- 
cious offer of God, for they think that unless 
they earn a thing, it must be worthless. 


“But the salvation of God cannot be 
earned. It is not of works (Ephesians 2:9; 
Titus 3:5). It is to him that worketh not, but 
believeth (Romans 4:5). So there must be 
the leveling of human pride, if men are to 


know redemption. 


“Yet let us be emphatic that, even so, sal- 
vation is not cheap. It cost our Lord greatly. 
Who can penetrate the depths of His agony, 
His suffering, His grief? We must stand 
baffled and perplexed so far as the price of 
our redemption is concerned. It is true that 


‘. , . none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed; 
Nor how dark was the night that the Lord 
passed through 
Ere He found His sheep that was lost.’ 
“Tt is for this reason that the child of God 
finds strength, humility, comfort and help 
as he meditates on the cross. Here he learns 


to be truly thankful. 


“But is there no cost to us? As believers 
we have nothing to pay for salvation; as 
disciples God demands our all.” 


Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God's Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible study 
and practical exhortation. 112 pages, paper 
bound. For your free copy, write Moody 
Bible Institute, Dept. ET-0-866, 820 N. La- 
Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT AND WITH 
FIRE. Samuel M. Shoemaker. Har- 
per. 127 pp. $2.50. 

The reviewer is Donald Grey Barnhouse, 
editor-in-chief of ETERNITY Magazine. 


There was a little girl 

And she had a little curl 

That hung in the middle of her fore- 
head; 

And when she was good, 

She was very, very good, 

And when she was bad she was horrid. 


That summarizes Dr. Shoemaker’s 
new book. 

I seriously believe that I made 
enough jottings of ideas to fill my edi- 
torial columns for a year. And I will 
frequently refer to this book in the 
future. But there are some very bad 
paragraphs in it, and I will get the 
“horrid” part over with so that I can 
get down to the very, very good. 

In two or three places Dr. Shoe- 
maker simply throws the Bible, and 
especially Christ’s own teaching, to 
the four winds and preaches rank 
heresy. Here is one notable example: 
“The Holy Spirit surely is found in 
some measure in every religion, and 
we must make common cause with 
Him there. When we say of Him, 
in the Creed, ‘who spake by the 
prophets,’ we certainly mean the He- 
brew prophets who were before Christ. 
But is He confined to them? What 
about Mohammedan prophets, Hindu 
prophets, Buddhist prophets? And 
what of scientific prophets, and eco- 
nomic prophets, and educational proph- 
ets, and philosophical prophets? All 
truth is His truth, and He is the Lord 
of it. Does He not wish all that He has 
created to be used in this vast coming 
together which the New Reformation 
should be? One hears of a resurgence 
of some of the ancient Eastern faiths. I 
think we should rejoice in it. Blank un- 
belief is not such good soil for Christian 
sowing as. loyalty to what truth one 
knows. . . . It must be the hope of all 
Christians that. any experience of 
God’s Spirit will eventually lead to 
faith in Christ. But I firmly believe 
that this will more -likely take place 
through another faith than in a 
vacuum.” 

If this were true, Dr. Shoemaker 
should cut from his Bible what Peter, 
“filled with the Holy Spirit,” said to 
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the rulers of the people: “And there 
is salvation in no one else, for there is 
no other name under heaven given 
among men by which we must be 
saved” (Acts 4:12). And he would 
have to change Christ’s words to make 
them read, “I am one of many equally 
good ways, I am a phase of truth, I am 
an aspect of life. Any man can get to 
the Father by any way in which he 
thinks sincere thoughts.” But this is not 
what Christ said. The Lord was toler- 
ant towards those who were not with 
Him, but he was utterly intransigent. 


The horrid part of Dr. Shoemaker’s 


book can always be traced to the fact 
that He gives almost no place to the 
finality of Scripture. In fact, his theme 
seems to be that individuals can have 
a Christian experience directly with 
the Holy Spirit and apart from the di- 
vine revelation in the Bible. In the 
quotation given above the deep error is 
found in the sentence, “All truth is 
His truth, and He is the Lord of it.” 
That sentence is only a half-truth, and 
thereby becomes a lie. 

One might say that all silver is good 
silver, and that the nation is the mas- 
ter of it. But if someone takes ten or 
twenty per cent of good silver as the 
deceptive element in a counterfeit 
coin, that silver becomes an accessory- 
after-the-fact in the crime of counter- 
feiting. Truth as well as silver can be 
used for a debased purpose. The father 
of lies, Satan (John 8:44), is an expert 
coiner, and for him the lake of fire 
had to be prepared, if we are to be- 
lieve Christ (Matt. 25:41). 

Dr. Shoemaker also says, “I am ap- 
palled at the ease with which certain 
evangelicals consign millions of people 
to hell forever.” And he recounts the 
case of someone who seemed rather 
smug about it. He is correct in point- 
ing out that such smugness should and 
will come under the judgment of God. 
However, it is not the evangelical who 
consigns people to Hell. I am over- 
joyed at the faith of many believers 
who would like to have all men in 
Heaven, but who accept God’s Word, 
and specifically the words of Christ, 
that this will not be the case, and as a 
result of their faith are behind the 
whole gigantic foreign missions effort. 
This was born of the faith of men 
who believed God that the nations 


A Mixture of Very, 
Very Good and Horrid 


were facing hell and who did some- 
thing about it by praying, giving and 
going. 

But now, let us go to that which is 
very, very good. First, this book is a 
sledgehammer blow against the com- 
placency of the church program which 
moves by mechanics and not by the 
Holy Spirit. He quotes from a minister 
who “is thoroughly disillusioned with 
the organized Church, believes most 
of what we are doing is beside the 
mark, says the Church is simply not 
being the Church, and wonders what 
his course of action should be.” The 
quotation is a real punch, and Dr. 
Shoemaker comments, “He is not more 
radical nor upset than some of his fel- 
lows in the ministry: he is just more 
honest. Something tremendous needs 
to happen to us who are in the Church 
—all of us.” And then he proceeds to 
diagnose our ills and to give us bitter 
medicine when we need it. He points 
out that the Holy Spirit must be con- 
sidered at times as “the Discomforter.” 
How true! It is His work to convince 
of sin! And to do this it is necessary 
for Him to stir up our nest and some- 
times push us out. 

He continues: “I am convinced that 
much of our teaching and preaching 
about Christ misses the mark and does 
Him a grave disservice. When we do 


Shoemaker: noted Episcopalian rector. 












not tak 
experie 
gin put 
upon J 
miliar 
corner 
We sa} 
things | 
liturgie: 
times tl 
reveal | 
cal thr 
on the 
Holy S 
the wo 
proper 
with H 
immedi 
perienct 
of relig 
ice, wl 
stemme 
Him. \ 
tant, ar 
travesty 
tion of 
incubus 
everyth 
do not 
ing “we 
religiou 
by whe 
cal sh 
minded 
the la: 
wrinkle 
else pec 
they he 
bite ha: 
used 01 
Christ 
ever be 
even tl 
course 
like an 
we ha 
argume 
than at 
we we% 
that so 
a voice 
Holy | 
many | 
brough 
power 
work | 
church: 
For 
admiss: 
‘lunatic 
the pe 
it may 
church 








sTlUWOOlUl OCT CU 


i ed 





not take people on into a vivid current 
experience of the Holy Spirit, we be- 
gin putting a wrong kind of emphasis 
upon Jesus which keeps Him in a fa- 
miliar and historic and _ theological 
corner and does not let Him out of it. 
We say all the correct and orthodox 
things about Jesus, in our hymns, our 
liturgies, and our sermons; but some- 
times these do more to conceal than to 
reveal Him. We make Him ecclesiasti- 
cal through a heavy-footed emphasis 
on the Church, rather than upon the 
Holy Spirit, as His true successor in 
the world. . . . We embalm Him in 
proper words of belief, and do away 
with Him in lip service divorced from 
immediate and dynamic spiritual ex- 
perience. . . . We lose Him in the maze 
of religious activity and human serv- 
ice, which might be all right if it 
stemmed from a real experience of 
Him. We even make Christ Protes- 
tant, and Western, and white! What a 
travesty is this of the real manifesta- 
tion of God that was Jesus! How the 
incubus of all this attaches to almost 
everything we say about Him! People 
do not hear the fresh, living, convict- 
ing ‘words’ about Him—because the 
religious conservatives test the word 
by whether it repeats the old theologi- 
cal shibboleths; and the modern- 
minded ask whether it measures up to 
the last psychological or technical 
wrinkle of contemporary trends. Or 
else people just say it is old stuff, and 
they have heard it before, and all the 
bite has worn off it, like a file too long 
used on iron. No real speaking about 
Christ in the power of the Spirit can 
ever be called “old stuff” by anybody, 
even the most hardened skeptic. Of 
course it is not the real Christ that is 
like any of. this, but the terrible things 
we have done to Him—our wordy 
arguments that our church is better 
than another—the flat, lackluster faces 
we wear—the terribly uninspired lives 
that some of us lead. When we hear 
a voice that is filled with faith and the 
Holy Spirit, Jesus comes alive. For 
many He comes alive when they are 
brought in touch with the stream of 
power which is His Holy Spirit at 
work in individuals and groups and 
churches today.” 

For me that was worth the price of 
admission. And again, “The real 
‘lunatic fringe’ in this hour may not be 
the people we call the ‘crack-pots’ but 
it may be all of us who, though in the 
churches, are out of the Spirit. . . . I 
think that the experience of the Holy 
Spirit can grow individualistic and 
thin when pursued apart from con- 
stant absorption of the Word, and con- 
stant immersion in the fellowship. But 
I believe that without the inspiration 
of the Holy Spirit to speak to us now 
through the Word, we can make an 
idol of the Bible; and I believe that 
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To believe has one meaning in the Old Testament 
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study more meaningful. Get yours today. ; 
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“Young’s Concordance is of particular value to the 
It is a great aid in the interpretation of 
Scripture and for systematic study of the Bible.”— 
DR. JOHN MURRAY. 
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UNDERSTANDING AND 
PREVENTING 


Juvenile Delinquency 


by Haskell 
M. Miller 


“A valuable aid 
to Christians .. . 
on this perplex- 
ing problem . 

very convenient 
device for group 
discussions and 


ne 


An authoritative account of one of 
society’s most complex problems— 
and a plan for solving it. The _ 
ing chapters survey the findin, 
sociology on the problem of Pie 
nile delinquency. The latter half of 
the book discusses the treatment 
and prevention of juvenile delin- 
quency — what others are doing 
and what you can do. 


Cloth, $2.75; Paper $1.25 
at your book store 


Abingdon Press 


*See complete review elsewhere in this issue. 
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without the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit living in and through the Church 
today, we can make an idol of the 
Church.” 

You are going to have to read the 
book if you want all the wit, the hu- 
mor, the aphorisms and the apothegms 
that are to be found here. 

I am very sorry to say that the main 
purpose which Dr.-Shoemaker seems 
to have had in writing this book is, in 
my opinion, a false purpose, and his 
hopes will be dashed. For the book 





builds up to a chapter on “The New 
Reformation.” This phrase is used 
again and again to describe a hoped- 
for movement which will result in a 
transformation of our society. 

But that reformation is not going to 
come! He says that such a movement 
“might be multiplied, spread on a vast 
scale, if more of us were set free from 
our denominational prides, our bureau- 
cratic setups, and our preoccupation 
with small things, and if we began 
praying for world-wide awakening, 
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| THE POPULATION EXPLOSION AND 
CHRISTIAN RESPONSIBILITY. Rich- 
ard M. Fagley. Oxford. 260 pp. 
$4.25. 


The reviewer is Dwight H. Small, pas- 
tor of the Warren Park Presbyterian 
| Church, Cicero, Ill., and author of “De- 
| sign for Christian Marriage” (Revell). 





Richard Fagley, executive secretary 
of the Commission of the Churches on 
International Affairs of the World 
Council of Churches, has written the 
first full-length analysis of what is 
perhaps the world’s most neglected 
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social problem, namely the accelerated 
growth of world population. The pop- 


of Asia, Africa, and Latin America. 
The problem created by an _ uncon- 
trolled birth rate may have conse- 


| quences as far reaching as atomic ex- 


plosions unless solutions are dis- 
covered. 

In the first half of the book Dr. 
Fagley presents the causes and conse- 
quences of the impending demographic 
crisis with a wealth of factual in- 
formation that will open the eyes of 
any reader, pastor or layman. He dis- 
cusses possible solutions, such as mi- 
gration, development of soils, global 
studies of land survey for areas ir- 
rigable by natural waters or by sea 
water desalted by ionization or an- 
other process. The continuation of war 
against plant and animal diseases and 
pests, and of rodent depredators of 
food in storage is evaluated. Since 
food is the number one problem of the 
population explosion, Fagley delves 
into the possible solutions from use of 
marine and chemical processes. He 
takes note of the ability to manu- 
facture amino acids, the key elements 
in animal protein, and of vitamins, 
also the possibility of synthesizing car- 
bohydrates. Fish farming has an 


| equally great potential since 98% of 


Population Still Booming 


the fisheries are concentrated in the 
northern hemisphere. His conclusion is 
that all possible means of balancing 
population distribution with food 
sources is inadequate. 

In the second half Fagley turns to 
family limitation, pointing out that the 
science of eugenics, sharp reduction of 
mortality rates, and other advances 
have far outstripped scientific  ap- 
proaches to responsible family plan- 
ning* 

He rightly lays the blame at the 
door of the church in the western 
world. The grim fact is that abortions 
exceed live births in Japan and in 
France. The world budget for research 
in the field of fertility controls prob- 
ably does not exceed half a million 
dollars. The present ferment over pos- 
sible government aid to underdevel- 
oped areas in this field serves to point 
up the tragic myopia not only among 
Roman Catholic leaders but evan- 
gelical Protestants as well. 

While his exegetical basis is weak, 
the moral basis for family planning 
within the Scriptures is sound and in- 
creasingly realized among evangelical 
Christians. All who are concerned 
with world missions especially should 
be acquainted with the facts and prin- 
ciples set forth in this book. No longer 
can we take a smug or superficial at- 
titude toward the immense problems 
being created by the population ex- 
plosion. With over 38,000 Protestant 
missionaries in the world today we are 
still losing ground fast. Relate this to 
the prediction of Chinese Economist 
Ma Ying-chu who notes that the rate 
of increase in China has risen from 
2.2 to 3.0 which indicates a doubling 
every 23 years and a Chinese popula- 
tion in 50 years of 2.6 billion! If 
evangelicals have any other solutions, 
let’s hear from them. In the meanwhile 
we need to be stabbed into awareness 
by the hard facts of this disturbing 
book. 
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and for a share in it, that God’s Holy 
Spirit might blow upon our chaos and 
give us the awakening we so sorely 
need.” 

There may be many awakenings, 
and their cycle may move in many 
places and in many times, but the sal- 
yation of society as a whole does not 
come before the return of Christ. 
God’s present purpose, as He has said, 
is “to take out of the world a people 
for His name” (Acts 15:14). Do not 
lead us to the dark pessimism that we 
must wait for a movement within the 
Church that shall reach out and per- 
form the slow work of transformation 
of our society. We do not wait for any 
such thing. We wait for the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

But in the meantime, thank you, 
Dr. Shoemaker, for the rich help you 
have given us in drawing us back to 
our true function of being the Word 
made flesh, dwelling in whatever place 
the sovereign Lord was pleased to put 
Us. 

And this book will serve a great pur- 
pose if it will teach pastors to take 
their hands off the spontaneous Bible 
study groups that spring up in many 
churches. The whole thrust of Dr. 
Shoemaker’s book is to plead for more 
such groups. Yet I know of pastors 
who have sought to quench the Spirit 
when He was moving in their midst 
because He was moving on a Tuesday 
morning or a Thursday evening in a 
house where a woman or a man, 
taught of the Holy Spirit was doing 
the teaching. May we understand that 
the Holy Spirit is not confined to the 
hour of eleven on Sunday morning. 

And to all that start the groups that 
Dr. Shoemaker wants started—let me 
plead with you that they be started 
around the Word of God. There is go- 
ing to be no growth apart from the 
Bible (I Pet. 2:2; John 7:17). 


UNDERSTANDING AND PREVENT- 
ING JUVENILE DELINQUENCY. 
Haskell M. Miller. Abingdon. 191 
pp. $1.25. 


The reviewer is Gordon S. Jaeck, asso- 
ciate professor of sociology, Wheaton Col- 
lege. 


As a sub-title suggests, this is a 
practical approach to what continues 
to be one of America’s major social 
problems—juvenile delinquency. It has 
practical resource value to individuals, 
to the church, to families and to the 
community. 

The author is head of the Depart- 
ment of Social Ethics at Wesley The- 
ological Seminary in Washington, 
D.C., and in connection with pastor- 
ates in Virginia, Texas, Tennessee, 
and New Jersey has taken an active 
part in community affairs. He envi- 
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sions his book as an effort to bridge 
what he and many of us see as the 
often “too wide chasm between the 
scientific disciplines and the thinking 
and practices of churchmen.” Thus 
Miller’s book becomes a valuable aid 
to Christians who wish information on 
this perplexing problem but who would 
not have the opportunity for profes- 
sional study of this subject. 

The author presents his material in 
the form of nine provocative ques- 
tions—each serving as a chapter title 
—beginning with “Who is the Juve- 
nile Delinquent?” Each chapter is con- 
cluded with a survey, several questions 
for discussion, and a project suggestion 
in which an individual or a group 
might engage. This makes of the book 
a very convenient device for group 
discussion and teaching. 

Readers will find particularly help- 
ful and challenging the chapters: 
“Why Are Christians Concerned?” 
“What Can Parents Do?” “What Can 
the Concerned Christian Do?” and 
“What Can the Churches Do?”—even 
though they may disagree at some 
points with the author’s theological 
approach to these questions. The book 
tepresents another valuable, and in 
this instance scholarly, approach to 
the practical application of the Chris- 
tian gospel to contemporary Ameri- 
can social problems. 


THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL TO THE 
CORINTHIANS. Leon Morris. Eerd- 
mans. 249 pp. $3. 


THE SECOND EPISTLE OF PAUL TO 
THE CORINTHIANS. R. V. G. Tas- 
ker. Eerdmans. 192 pp. $3. 


The reviewer is Glenn W. Barker, pro- 
fessor of New Testament at Gordon Divin- 
ity School, Beverly Farms, Mass. 

These are the fourth and fifth vol- 
umes to appear in the Tyndale New 
Testament Commentary series under 
the general editorship of R. V. G. 
Tasker. The purpose of this series is to 
give the student and general reader a 
commentary that is thorough but con- 
cise, scholarly without being unduly 
technical. 

Morris’ fine little commentary adds 
to the fine impression already created 
by the previous publication. The au- 
thor is best known in this country for 
his excellent book, The Apostolic 
Preaching of the Cross. 

Morris gives a concise but meaning- 
ful interpretation of this epistle, but 
readers may not all agree with some of 
his comments on several of the more 
difficult passages. 

I am of Paul: and I of Apollos (1 
Cor. 1:13): “The party choice would 
have been made on the basis of their 
methods of preaching.” 

To deliver such an one unto Satan 
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for the destruction of the flesh (I Cor. 
5:5) “apparently signifies excommuni- 
cation. The idea underlying this is that 
outside of the church is the sphere of 
Satan. To be expelled from the Church 
of Christ is to be delivered over unto 
that region where Satan holds sway.” 

In I Cor. 7:7, “Paul’s own prefer- 
ence is that men should be celibate.” 

In I Cor. 7:26, 29, where the ex- 
pression, the present distress and the 
time is short occurs, Morris comments, 
“It is probably best to see a reference 
to circumstances at Corinth. The crisis 
was not far off.” 

In I Cor. 11:25, “There is a very 
real gift of the Savior in the sacrament 
and none the less real for being essen- 
tially spiritual. ‘The sacrament is a 
medium of communion with the body 
and blood of Christ and a real means 
whereby faith appropriates the bless- 
ings which flow from the glorified 
Christ in virtue of His death.’ ” 





And in I Cor. 15:29-34, Why are 
they then baptized for the dead? “the 
most natural meaning of the expres. 
sion is that some early believers got 
themselves baptized on behalf of 
friends of theirs who had died without 
receiving that sacrament.” 


In Tasker’s commentary on the sec. _ 


ond epistle, one could wish that he 
had had more opportunity to support 
the unity of the book. All exegetes 
agree, conservatives and liberals alike, 
that a definite break occurs between 
the ninth and tenth chapters of this 
epistle. 

The most prevalent explanation js 
that chapters 10—13 represent a por- 
tion of the “severe” letter mentioned 
in II Corinthians 7:8 and 2:4. This 
would explain the difference in mood, 
subject matter and vocabulary between 
the two sections. 

This explanation, however, has seri- 
ous objections which the author ad- 





THE ORIGINAL REMBRANDT 


Artist of the 


REMBRANDT AND THE GOSPEL. W. 
A. Visser ‘t Hooft. Westminster. 
193 pp. $4.50. 


The reviewer is Dewitt Whistler Jayne, 
Philadelphia artist, former chairman of the 
art department, Wheaton College. 


This book is one that is long over- 
due and Dr. Visser ’t Hooft has pro- 
duced that rare combination; a work 
that is scholarly, critically sound, and 
popularly readable. He not only gives 
a well documented study of the man 
and his work, but explores the lives of 
his friends and associates to provide a 
proper orientation for relating him to 
his ecclesiastical environment. In the 
critical evaluation of the artist’s paint- 
ing, etchings and drawings he develops 
with acute perception the probability 
that the death of Saskia in 1642 had 
much to do with initiating within him 
a profound Christian experience. Any 
lesser interpretation of the change 
evident in the work seems (and truth- 
fully, has seemed to be for years) 
completely inadequate. 

In contrast to the typical humanistic 
or Romanist approach to the incarna- 
tion and the life of Christ, which be- 
comes Rembrandt’s major theme, he 
“finally turned his back on the glori- 
fication of man” and confined his mes- 
sage to the “act of God descending to 
man.” In a painting such as the Sup- 
per at Emmaus of 1648 the depth of 
his message can scarcely be plumbed. 
This version of the subject is the 


Reformation 


one in the Louvre which Somerset 
Maugham has suggested as being the 
greatest of all paintings. Also be- 
tween 1648 and 1650 were painted 
eight different studies of the head of 
Christ—four of which may be seen in 
the Metropolitan and Philadelphia 
Museums. Being so readily available it 
is interesting that reproductions of 
these paintings are never found hang- 
ing in our churches or Sunday school 
buildings. 

Rembrandt evidently committed the 
fatal error of showing our Lord as a 
Jew; and as seen through the eyes of 
Isaiah 53. The author raises the ironic 
point that “it is a surprising fact that 
countries of the Reformation gave the 
warmest welcome to that art which 
was so alien to their beliefs.” We who 
are the heirs of this monstrous in- 
consistency to this day seem to show a 
preference for either the humanist- 
Romanist biblical illustrations, or a 
taste for the cheap religious art of our 
own day. 

The 32 illustrations in the book are 
well chosen to demonstrate the au- 
thor’s thesis. A number of relatively 
obscure drawings are included, and our 
taste is whetted for more. Identifica- 
tion of all works mentioned is properly 
made by reference to the Bredius and 
Valentiner listings. However in the 
case of works mentioned but not illus- 
trated additional identification by mu- 
seum or collection is unfortunately not 
made. 
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yances with his usual skill. The view 
upported by Tasker is the traditional 
yiew of A. Robertson and others that 
the two sections belong together and 
compose one letter. The differences 
are to be explained on the hypothesis 
that the latter “severe” portion is writ- 
ten to the still rebellious minority 
among the Corinthians. This explana- 
tion however, has provoked many seri- 
ous questions which deserve an answer. 
This commentary is not overburdened 
with such critical debate. The author 
writes with a lucidity and ease that 
makes the biblical material at once un- 
derstandable and enjoyable. 


NO FLESH SHALL GLORY. C. Herbert 
Oliver. Presbyterian and Reformed. 
96 pp. $2.50. 


The reviewer is Culbert C. Rutenber, 
professor of philosophy of religion at 
Andover-Newton Seminary and author of 
“The Dagger and the Cross.” 


When I first thumbed through this 
little book, I thought it would be all 
“old stuff.” I was wrong. Oliver has 
gone over old material in a fresh way 
to point up the radically anti-biblical 
nature of racism. His qualifications for 
writing are interesting: He is a Negro 
graduate of Wheaton College and 
Westminster Seminary. 

Oliver spends much time on the 
biblical data about Shem, Ham and 
Japheth in order to show that the 
Noahic curse cannot sustain race preju- 
dice. He shows that a black skin in 
Scripture is never associated with a curse 
and that the Bible underscores the 
unity of human race. (Thus the au- 
thor speaks of human relations rather 
than race relations—a helpful hint.) 
He rightly insists that understanding 
is. possible only through association, 
so that segregation is morally wrong. 

Oliver handles his material judi- 
ciously and can, on occasion, plunge 
a well-aimed needle, as the following 
quote indicates: “But if one drop of 
‘Negro’ blood makes a white person a 
Negro, then by all laws of logic, one 
drop of ‘white’ blood would make a 
Negro white.” 

This is a good book for those look- 
ing for one with which to begin their 
study on race relations. 


GREAT WOMEN OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAITH. Edith Deen. Harper. 419 pp. 
$4.95. 


The reviewer is Donald Grey Barnhouse, 
editor-in-chief of ETERNITY. 


This could have been a great book 
but for the fact that the author, strain- 
ing to be eclectic, has included some 
women who were positive enemies of 
Christ. If the author and publishers 
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1716 Spruce Street 


IN FAITH 


Five Expositions of Bible Doctrine 
Based on Paul’s Epistle to the Romans 


BY DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


A series of expository messages in book-form on the great doctrines of 
the Christian faith. Invaluable reading for the growing, as well as the 
mature Christian. 


MAN’S RUIN 


Romans 1:1-32, dealing with man’s ruin in sin, and God’s mercy through 
His gift of salvation in Christ $3.50 





GOD’S WRATH 


Romans 2, 3:1-20, detailing the fact that man has no escape from judg- 
ment, except through God’s Grace $3,50 





GOD’S REMEDY 


Romans 3:21-31, 4, the central doctrine of the Christian faith: God's 
$3.50 





remedy is our justification only by faith in Christ 


GOD’S RIVER 


Romans 5:1-11, an exposition of man’s helplessness in sin, God’s seven- 
fold justification, and man’s resulting peace $3.50 





GOD’S GRACE 


Romans 5:12-21, the nature and motives of God’s abounding Grace, 
$3.50 





and its victory over sin and supremacy over law 


Also Available: 
TEACHING THE WORD OF TRUTH 


Great Bible truths in simple children’s lessons; ideal for Bible teachers, 


missionaries and parents teaching young Christians _.._. $2.50 
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Now caring for over 3000 orphans in our 52 Homes. 
For only $8 a month you, your Sunday Schooi or 
other church group will help bring Christ to a chosen 


boy or girl. Information free. All gifts and spon- 


sorings are income tax deductible. 
THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC 
ASSOCIATION, INC. 
Dept. E-7, 4848 N. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. 
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Boarding and Day School for Girls. 
Pre-school through high school. 
Strong college preparatory course. 
Beautiful 22-acre campus. Small classes; 
thorough instruction. Bible, art, music, 
dramatics, home arts, sports. Lutheran. 
Sister Lydia Fischer, Litt.D., Principal 
3201 West School House Lane 
Philadelphia 44, Pa. 
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FUND RAISING 
We operate one of the most modern and sanitary 
Pecan Shelling plants in the South having been in 
business over 25 years. 
For complete information and prices send your name 
and address to— 

H. M. THAMES PECAN CO. 


P. O. Box 1588-5 Mobile, Ala. 








Congenial atmosphere. Attractive rooms 
—excellent food—at low cost. Operated 
by non-profit Christian organization. For 
FREE descriptive folder and rates write: 


° . 
233 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
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This command of the Risen Christ 


being carried out through the media of 
about 50 radio stations from coast to 
coast and several foreign stations. Heard 


in State of Israel. 


Many write for the Prophecy Edition 


New Testament. These are followed up | 


by mail and personal calls whenever pos- 
sible. Classes are held where Jewish 
people gather in homes. Some are find- 
ing Christ as Saviour-Messiah. We 


covet your prayerful support. 
Send for free copy of our 

zine, MESSAGE TO ISRAEL. 

Coulson Shepherd, 


Director 
(FOUNDED 1937) 
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Bible Doctrine 
for Teen-agers? 


not2 


No more dull lecturing to unre- 
sponsive classes with the new Bible 
Doctrine series! These workbooks 
present the Bible’s teaching in 
terms of the lives and interests of 
young people. Filled with. illustra- 
tions from history and science, in- 
triguing archaeological discoveries 
and actual experiences from the 
lives of young people, Bible Doc- 
trine will be a valuable addition to 
your church’s teaching materials. 


Young people are sure to respond 
to the interesting pictorial illustra- 
tions, the varied questions, exer- 
cises and activity suggestions. The 
lesson material is designed to en- 
courage discussion and to impart 
with new relevance the great truths 
of the Word of God. 


A brochure describing the course 
in detail, including sample les- 
sons, is yours free upon request. 
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Committee on Christian Education 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Dept. B 
627 Schaff Building, Phila. 2, Pa. 


Please send me my copy of the Bible Doctrine 
brochure. 
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| of this book could bring out an edition 


without reference to Emma _ Hale 


| Smith, wife of the founder of Mor- 
| monism, and Mary Baker Eddy, 
| it would be a superior book. 


Indeed, it would be possible to rec- 
commend such a book as containing 


a vast amount of material that coul@! 
be put in the hands of people fg 
devotional study, and which migh 
have a very good effect in the live 
of girls as they mature into an ad 
faith. Unfortunately, the book, ag 
is, cannot be recommended. 





the last word 
The Right Kind of Sinner 


A man came to our church door. He knocked. 


“Who’s there?” we asked. 


“A sinner,” he answered. “May I come in?” 

Inside, we righteous ones whispered. 

“I know this man—a drunkard!” one said. 

“I know him, too—he lives in filth!” another charged. “His clothes 
are dirty and ragged. And he never bathes!” 

Despite his evil ways and disgraceful appearance, it might be possible 
to help this man become a respectable church member, we decided. 


So finally, we opened the door. 
But the man had gone! 


Another sinner knocked at our church’ door. “I’m an ex-convict,” he 
told us. “I accidentally killed a man in a barroom brawl. May I come in?” 

He waited while we righteous ones conferred. 

“How do we know he won’t kill again?” someone asked in tremulous 


tones, 


“We would have to watch every move he makes!” another warned. 
But as Christians we must help rehabilitate this man, we agreed. So 


we opened the door. 
But he, too, had departed. 


Another stranger came to our church door. He was black. 

Some of us were embarrassed, others indignant. But the liberal forces 
prevailed. “You may come in,” we said. “But you won’t be happy here!” 

He went away and we sighed with relief. 

Another man came. But we could not understand what he was saying. 
He talked in such a funny foreign way, we could not keep from laughing. 

“Draw him a map so he can find that Greek church,” somebody sug- 


gested. 


We were shocked because he spat on the sidewalk as he left. 


We knew by reputation the man who knocked next. He was pink, 


possibly even a Communist. 


“Tell him to go to Russia!” someone screamed. 

“We hate Communists!” we shouted. 

No sneaky, lying godless Red would ever get in our church to con- 
taminate us. We were to reserve our Christian love for a more deserving 


people. 


We locked the door and barricaded it! 


As the next man knocked, he slipped an envelope under the door. 
Inside, we found a check for $10,000 signed by a prominent man. 

“Ah, a lost sheep returns—humble and penitent,” someone said. 

“We must forgive and forget his past sins,” someone urged. 

“He comes from a fine family—we must challenge this man by giving 
him a responsible job in our church,” someone suggested. 

We opened the door wide, rejoicing because we had brought a sinner— 
the right kind of sinner—into our church. (Reprinted by permission from 
“Presbyterian Survey,” Ben Hartley, editor) 
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